fllSTOay OF TH J QRa'SN BANK SCHOOL 


As told to Louise Brown by Koscoe Brown 

From an early period, education of the higher and lower grades 
attracted the attention of the early settlers of the Green Bank 
community. A line of pay schools were established throughout the 
community which provided everyone an opDortunity to the royal road 
of learning; and thereby, nearly every person had a chance to learn 
to read and write. 

The Green Bank community, prior to the Civil w'ar had but few 
school houses. The schools were generally held in some old building 
that was abandoned which would be chinked and daubed with mud. In the 
pioneer days the old open fire place was used. The windows were 
frequently made of greased paper and the benches were made of split 
logs with pins bored in for legs. The students, patrons, and teachers 
maintained the schools, and the tuition was paid by patrons of the 
school on a per capita basis. It is true that the early schools were 
private in nature. They were paid Bor by a group of families who were 
willing to pay for the tuition and were interested in school activities 
The early settlers were anxious that their children learned to read, 
write, cipher, and read the Bible. 

s 

The unity from an educational standpoint ..regressed very 

much, and took great interest in ecacci work which z: course was Unite 
reading, writing and ciphering. The work of shifting the schools from 
place to place, and from one old log building to another became 
monotonous. The citizens were anxious to have a permanent school 
house erected in the community. In 1842 the Hon. John Grimes repre¬ 
sented Pocahontas County in the Virginia Legislature. By a direct 
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appeal from the people of the community and from the county, it was 
) ' upon his motion that charters were granted for three academies in 

.'ocahontas County: at Hillsboro, Huntersville, and Green dank. 

The people were hilarious over the fact tlmt they were going to 
have an Academy and that higher branches of learning would be taught. 

The Green Bank Academy was built immediately after the charter 
was granted. It was a two room brick building with an open fire 
place in each end. The Academy was a great school center for a 
number of years. It was a great help in advancing school activities 
in the community. Many of the communityls very best citizens attended 
school at the old brick academy when it was conducted under the private 
system. 

In l83f? the Board of education ordered that the old academy be 
repaired. This was the only repair work done to the building since 
it was erected. The old building answered the purpose for a school 
building under the free school system until 1893. The people began 
to complain about the building being unsanitary and too small. The 
Board of Education ordered that a new building be erected on the top 
of the old academy, making a two story building out of it. The 
building was finished in the month of December, 1893 for the sum of 
3385 .OO. The old academy, after the annex was completed, looked 
like a mansion or palace and put a brilliant shine on the town of 
Green Bank which lasted until the year of 190?. The progressive 
school patrons of the Green Bank subdietrict wanted more advancement 
in school architecture. They petitioned the ^oard of Education to 
build a new building since the old academy had been in use since the 
Mexican War. The patrons claimed that the old brick wall was giving 
away, and therefore condemned it as unsafe. After due consideration 



the Board of Education ordered that the old building be torn down and 
that a new one be erected. i'he old brick academy was torn down in 
the year of 1907; after a period of 60 odd years of usefulness. No 
school building in the community had been more beneficial than this one. 

The new building was erected on the site of the old academy. This 
was a one story building of frame structure with a foLdin ; partition 
in tie center, /taking two rooms. This-was soon supplanted by the 
high school building. 

In 1917 Green Bank High School was founded with the graded school 
being in the same building. The first levy of money called for 
enough money to build the part known a few years ago and the high 
school building. At first high school and grades were taught in the 
same building^ but as enrollment increased, xnst an additional eight rooms 
were added to take care of this. A few years later the gymnasium and 
rooms above it were erected. Ttris hast work was completed in 1926, 

in 19J0, a separate VO-ag Building was constructed, which is used 
for an Agriculture nail, kanual Training Shop and a school room. As 
the students attending this school are mainly from an agricultural 
district, the work done in this department has proven its value, 
and its enrollment has constatly and rapidly increased. To take care 
of this overflow the building has been enlarged from year to year until 
it is now a sizable structure. This adds not only to the value h£xx 
and size of the school but also to the beauty of the grounds. 

A hot lunch program was introduced about fifteen years ago which 
serves both the high and graded school. 

The first class was graduated in 1919 and consisted of only one member. 
The class of 1950 graduated 50 students showing an increase of 5000% 
during the 31 year period lapsing between these dates. 
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HILLSIDE SCHOOL 
Ey Mrs. Mary Margaret Price Barlow 


Hillside School was built by Charles Acord and others, Lanty Ryder worked 
on it. It was built in the winter of 1901 and Jan. 1902. 

The first school opened in Feb. 1902 for 5 months. 

The teachers were: 

1902- 03 Miss Mima Warwick 

1903- 04 Miss Bima Warwick 

Spring 1904 Mrs. Alice McLaughlin Brooks 

1904- 05 no school' 

1905- 06 Miss Lillie Milligan 

1906- 07 Miss Ollie Edminston (Sheets, Ervin) 

1907- 08 no school 

1908- 09 Miss Blanche Scott 

1909- 10 Miss Lillie Milligan 

1910- 11 Miss Mary Price McCarty 

1911- 12 Miss Mabel Gorrell (she boarded at Pete Oliver's, sister of 

Bernard Gorrell) 

1912- 13 no school 

1913- 14 Mrs. Jo Noel Bell 

1914- 15 Miss Elizabeth Herald 

1915- 16 Miss Stella Omdorff 

1916- 17 Mrs, Hallie Taylor Vanosdale 

1917- 18 Miss Stella Shinaberry 

1918- 19 Mrs. Maude Galford Dilley 

1919- 20 Miss Mamie Wilfong (Sheets) 
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1920- 21 Mis* LcbH Wiieong 

1921- 22 Miss Jewn PriUdvml (?) 

1922- 23 Lyle MeLaughLin 

1923- 26. l.yle fOlauRhUn 

1924- 25 Miss liicillc Hricl 

192 5-26 }*». Grny Crimes Miner 

That was the last year the school w* In session. 

The building was bought by Garfield Grimes 

Tlnle building was on the bank above the rewd going up die lull fran brown 
Cwf&mll 'a where pines hvc now grown. 

Mrs Mary TVarlrw attended this school from the terns of 1913-14 to L919-20. 
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: Board of Education : ' 

' The Board of Education 
met for a regular meeting 

on November 8, 1976. : „ r 

Leonard Howell present- —The Observatory to use , 

ed the results of the school the Green Bank gym and: 

public opinion question- dressing room on Wednes-i 
naira to the Board. Thes» day evenings for basket- j 
results are given eisewher®' hall, . November through| 
v in this issue of the paper.' March, . 1 

Mr. Howell indicated he : —Pocahontas County Free j 
represented only those who library to use the Hillsboro i 
had worked on the ques- School, library for a Board 
tionnaire and thus could not' mee ting on November 22 i 
make any recommenda- 1 _Boy Scouts to use the art! 
tions to the Board from the room and gym at Green ■ 
Citizens Committee on how Rank for meetings on Tues- 
the Citizens Committees day evenings and the Mar-1 
feels the Board should now ■ Linton gym for meetings on | 
move in meeting the build- Wednesday evenings 
ing needs of the_County s _Green Bank High School! 
schools. * , Class of 1942 to use the | 

The Board approved the jjjgh School cafeteria for a 
request of June Colaw to class reunion on September j 
transfer to the bus route 3 > 1977; 
previously held by Johnny _ 4.H Leaders Association,! 
Nelson and employed Mark to U3e the Marlinton gym j 
Kane as a regular driver to on November 20 for a, 
take the route now driven S quare dance; ‘ 

- — — ----by Mr. Colaw. ’ —Louise Bamisky to usef 

The request of Mrs.' t b e Marlinton cafeteria on 
Mary Lynn Brock to trans- November 20 to feed the j 
fer as custodian at the High shepherd College football i 
School to a similar position team aa they return from; 
at Marlinton was approved. Concord College. j 

Mr. Louis Johnson was The Board reviewed and 
employed for the remainder approved the Treasurer’s! 
of the school year as a Reports for September and! 
custodian at the High October, the Financial Re-i 
School. ports for August and Sep-! 

The Board approved the tember, the October payroll 
request from the High the amount of i 
School to use a bus to take $188,891.89, and the report! 
students of the Introduction on curTe nt investments of ■, 
to Vocations Class to the p oar d money. The antici- ■ 
Charleston - Huntington p a t e d interest from current ( 
area on December 2 and 3. investments is approxi- t 
Also approved was a ma tely $6,690. 
request from the Marlinton The next regular Board 
School to take 5 students to meeting is November 22 at i 

the Edray Fish Hatchery on 7; 3Q D , m . _! 

November 23 by private : 
t car. 

The Board approved the 
following requests for use 
of school facilities: 

—Marlinton PTA to use the, 
gym for a cake walk on 
November 13 





^' fotAHONTAS TIMES- | 
<Pw2) \ 

' PrllltiwJ bvwt Tfetrr»Hj <rcr*jit' 
Cbo 9 ut w*el< r,i Lhi? /rtr. 
fiarwst st the Pc«t Offic* U : 

Wdit \ityifcla. 244M, n2< 
•■rand *]■■■ JimUar. •■■'.■ 1 

tUaSCKIPTION GHAiMllS ; 
J* VoeriinUi UMuty H.jU * f+tt. | 
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F. C.H. S, ATHLETICS 
Varsity Football- 1i 
PCUS18 -Petersburg fi 
Nov. i2,..I’CHS at Roow- 
veU’Wlaon (GjarksWs) 
Varsity Girls Bggkgtball 
TCHS 3U - Frank lia IS i 

Kicbwnod ■ PURS <55 .J 
Nov.lii- PCIIS at Greta- i 
hrier Ease 

Nov,11,-Girdwill*at POTiS ! 
7 bin A 

Nov, 17 ■ PCH 3 at IJnkm, 7 
Nov. 1<»- PUBS fit Tygarts .1 
Valto , 7 pm 
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Career Guidance at [ 

Pocahontas County 

High School | 

In addition to the career i 
guidance given to the stu¬ 
dents at Pocahontas County 
High School by the coun¬ 
selors at the school an 
effort is being made in two 
ways to involve the busi¬ 
ness and professional 
community of our county in, 
helping students learn 
about careers. 

The first is to invite 
people in various busi- i 
nesses, professions, and 
craft areas to speak to the 
students at the High School 
on their career field. Only a 
small amount of time is 
involved and you might be 
the one who can spark aj 
pupil to planning a success-1 
ful career. ] 

The second method of' 
involving the business i 
world in career guidance at 
the High School also tackles; 
a major concern of the staff j 
at the school—the fact that j 
many students cannot find 
employment within the J 
local area. The Guidance! 
Department is making the 1 
effort to set up a job 
placement program at the! 
High School. Any business j 
person who has an open- 1 
ing—part-time, summer, or 1 
full-time for someone after 
graduation—is asked to let \ 
the High School have the ! 
details to make available to i 
students. In return the 1 
school will provide factual 
information about any j 
student a business is con- j 
sidering for employment. 

If you are willing to help 1 
with either of these pro¬ 
grams, please contact Lyla j 
C. Howell or Charles E. j 
Rexrode at PCHS. 799-6565 i 
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CHURCH NOTICES J 
REVIVAL: SERVICES 
Bartow Baptist Chapel 
• November 15-21 
7 pm each evening 
Evangelist; Floyd Tiddworth 
Everyone welcome 
• Special Singing • 
November 14 7p.m. 

The Singing Echoes.,- 
Mt Grove, Va. . 
REVIVAL SERVICES 
There will- be a Revival 
meeting at the Marvin Chapel 
Church starting Monday, Nov. 
15, at 7;30 pm. Rev. Larry Al¬ 
bright of the Marlinton Meth¬ 
odist Church-will be the Evan¬ 
gelist. The church is located 
3 miles north of Hillsboro on 
Rte. 219 and 39;_ 

Hillsboro Charge, United 
Methodist Church 
Preaching Schedule 
First Sunday 

Seebert 10 a. m. 

Wesley Chapel 11a.m. 
Mount Zion 7 p. m. 


Minnehaha Springs 
Methodist Charge 
Rev. Clyde Gum, Pastor 
Second Sunday j 
Frost -10 am 

Huntersville • 11 am ' 

Upper Pocahontas 
Presbyterian Churches ^ 
Winter Schedule - : 

Alexander Memorial - every' 
Sunday: 

Sunday School 2 pm 

Worship Service 3 pm 

These times in effect until 
Spring or until a change is an¬ 
nounced. • / 

Baxter: / 

Sunday School 10:15 am 
Worship Service 11:15 am 
Liberty: 

Worship Service 10:15 am 
Sunday School 11 am 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Marlinton 
Sunday, November 14 
11 am - Service of Morning 
Worship. 

Please note change of time, ; 


Second Sunday 

Wesley Chapel 10 a. m. 

Marvin Chapel 11 a. m. 

Third Sunday 

Mount Zion 10 a. m. 

Wesley Chapel 11 a. m. 

Seebert j 1p.m. 

Marvin Chapel 4 11 a. m. 
Rev. Bowman will speak 
Fourth Sunday 

Marvin Chapel 9:45 a. m. 
Wesley Chapel j 11a. m. 

SING ) 

Singing at the Edray United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, 
Nov. 14, at 1:30 pm! Every¬ 
one welcome;_ i ' 

Ministerial Association 
The Pocahontas. County ■ 
Ministerial Association will 
meet on Monday, Nov. 15, at 
10 am at the Presbyterian 
Manse in Green Bank. 

Bible StJdy / 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, at' 7:30 
pm, 811 Ninth St. in Marlinton, 
led by Dr. Eugeoe-TenBrink. 
Please note change of time . 


Free Will Gospel Sing 1 
The Free Will Gospel Sing 
will meet Sunday evening, 
Nov. 14, at . 7:30 p. m., at 
the Fairview' Church. 

Everyone is.welcome 

Prayer Meeting 
The Rev. Ralph Priddy will 
hold a Prayer Meeting at the i 
home of Donald Curry in Dur- ] 
bin at 7 pm on Friday, Nov. j 
12. Everyone welcome. j 

Stony Creek Presbyterian | 

Church | 

There will be a Congrega¬ 
tional Meeting at 10 am at the I 

i Stony Creek Presbyterian j 

Church on Sunday, Nov. 14, 
for the election of Elders. I 


Preaching Mission j 
A Preaching Mission started 
at the Browns Creek Method¬ 
ist Church on November 8 and 
will continue for two weeks. 
The Rev. Raymond Straight, 
of Jane Lew, is preaching. 
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An Explanation 1 

(i fiy Annie L. Cromer 
.1 thought my article in 
the October 21 issue of the 
Pocahontas Times was self-J 
explanatory but since al 
“teacher-taxpayer” mis¬ 
construed it, I will clarify. 

.: Far from wanting chil¬ 
dren of our day; to be 
subjected to educational 
systems of my public school 
daj|9, do think it is 
fitting to teach them ail: 
people were not as fortu¬ 
nate as they, lest the time 
comes whbn they may be 
forced to go back to ways of 
a few years ago when living 
was not as easy as it i» 
today. 

Have you ever imagined- 
what would happen if our. 
Social Security and Welfare 
programs would end? If the 
funds of the Federal Gov-, 
ernment would run out for 
school lunches, etc. and oilj 
and gas would be no more? I 

Now and always I havei 
been for the best schools] 
possible. For years, I havej 
expressed disgust that the; 
Durbin and Green Bank! 
school buildings were notj 
being kept up. 

'::Few times I have clashed! 
with the schools and very] 
few. It would take pages forj 
me to express my apprecia-1 
tion for the many good 
teachers that our children j 
and I have had because I'j 
can think of something 
special about every one of 
them. There are many 
things, but I want to list 
just a few that I shall never 
forget: kindness from j 
Swartz Hill and Jeanne j 
Gragg at the time of the-l 
most disgusting time of my 
life, when I had two girls in 
one grade and was puzzled 
about getting enough books 
t&; go around, Marie Parg 
said,' "It is necessary for 
each to have her own i 
complete set of books. If j 
you can buy one I will get 
the other.” A minister said j 
about a beautiful, kind andi 
soft-spoken teacher, "Mar¬ 
garet Wilson means salva¬ 
tion to many children iAthe 
second grade.’H 1 \ 1 


; I have .toldrour children, 
“Trouble at: school means ! 
trouble at "'home''" They 
knew Lmeant that.- I have 
always cooperated with the 
teachers in stressing at¬ 
tendance, school supplies 
and whatever was required. 
My educational years are 
now. Every day I learn and 
seek to team something 
new. Having gone from 
kindergarten through med¬ 
ical school with some of our 
children and paying a. large 
county tax I believe I should, 
be qualified to comment on| 
educational procedures in 
the county. About teachers' 
salaries, I know nothing, 
neither have I found that 
interesting to me, but I 
imagine few would be om 
the job the second if theyi 
were not paid the first] 
month. However, teachers 
are not the only ones that) 
run the school system. I 
wonder how many of us 
ever told Russell Colaw 
how much we appreciated 
him as our Pack Mountain 
bus driver. For thirty-four 
years, I believe, he trans-i 
ported our children without! 
a single accident. There are 
those on the job to have the 1 
buildings warm and clean j 
and the cooks who prepare | 
the meals. We just expect j 
the road crews to have our 
road in good shape by; 
school time. Many more. | 
Follow one child to j 
school. He is picked up at! 
his home to ride a heated 
bus. If he is not well clothed 
I don't know who is to] 
blame. Clothing distribu-i 
tion centers are overflowing 
with good clothing for a 
dime or less. He is guarded 1 
across the road or street to 
and from school where he: 
has time to work and play j 
and eat a good meal. 
Books, classes, crafts, and 
sports are there. Take his 
choice. What else does any 
child deserve? Common 
sense tells us that school : 
buildings should be safe j 
and adequate. If teachers 
have to be reinforced some 
means should be used other. 
than a crying child trying to; 
do new math or to conju-1 
gate a verb at home. 1 


Referring to "Letter,”': 
teachers, please do not i 
invite me to listen and 
watch you for seven days 
and nights. If all you talked i 
about was school and I j 
couldn’t say a word, we | 
would both qualify for a j 
straight-jacket. 

About my age, I am j 
looking forward to being j 


eighty. They say you are. 
not responsible for any 
misdoing, it will be blamed 
on your age. I have a ways 
to go. If the writer is 58,1 
am not- so many turns 
ahead that I can not look 
back and see her coming. If 
I happen to look so much 
older, I can only give the 
same reason as the little ■ 
mouse as he looked up into 
the face of the huge ele- ] 
phant, “I been as big as j 
you is but I been Shick,” j 
Another thing, Mrs. I- | 
almost-said-her-name, , i 

made me feel like a presi- j 
dent. Atone time President | 
Kennedy said, "I always i 
have difficulty in under- ! 
standing myself when I : ] 
hear what T said from Mr. 
Nixon.” Then, how I really 
appreciate the hundreds of j 
people who call, write or ; 
comment on my writing to ; 
the paper. I am living a new | 
life. Now that I have had ! 
only one to disagree I feel I j 
have won by a bigger [ 
majority than Jimmy or j 
Jay. Good Luck. 

By Annie L. Cromer j 



145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 
August 14, 1976 


) 


Lt. Glen L. Vaughan 
400 Melvin Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Lt. Vaughan: 

Your interest in early Pocahontas County, West Virginia, schools has come 
to my attention. 

My great-great-grandparents were James Cooper (1780-1845) & wife Nancy Agnes 
Wooddell (1785-1861), who lived on Cooper Run near Green Bank. William T. 
Price, Historical Sketches of Pocahontas County . 1901, page 479, describes 
James Cooper as a "teacher of schools." 

My cousin and good friend, Forrest Harold Wooddell of Green Bank, has in his 
Wooddell family papers an old piece of paper which reads: 

Sundry due to James Cooper for teaching school: 

Thomas Coberly, Dn to Cash 
S. Jacob Nottingham, Dn to Cash 

- James Nottingham, Dn to Cash 

Stephen Dizard, Dn to Cash 
John Suttain, Dn to Cash 
Taken from the book—it Being a Ballance Due me from the 
Employers January the 16th, 1804. 

James Cooper 

This old statement confirms that James Cooper (1780-1845) was indeed a teacher 
and that Virginia Pounds, Shillings, and Pence were still currency in Green 
Bank ae late as 1804. v 

I would certainly like to know whether that book survives and, if yes, who has 
it today. The Wooddell family does not. 

James and Nancy had a son, James Harvey Cooper (1810-1881), my great-grand¬ 
father, who settled in Ritchie County and Gilmer County, where he was a farmer 
and teacher. We have an old tintype of James Harvey Cooper, and in the photo¬ 
graph he is holding a bookl His son Charles S., grandson Homer E., and great- 
grandson Homer C. (myself) were educators. 

James Harvey Cooper was married in I836 to Julia Ann Whitman (1817-1903), who 
was reared by a Thomas Kerr. If you run across even one scrap of information 
about Julia Ann Whitman or Thomas Kerr, I would certainly appreciate it. 


LSD 
0 1 10 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

0 12 0 

0 12 0 


Hope the above is of interest! 


Homer C. Cooper 
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Cliraiinas Parade 

The annual Christmas Pa¬ 
rade will be the first weekend 
in December. All clubs and or¬ 
ganizations are urged to start ! 
thinking about a float or carol- - 
ers. As of this writing, plans 
are not completed. Watch for. 
details in next week’s paper. 


P. C.H.S. ATHLETICS 
Varsity Football j" 

PCHS14 - Roosevelt-Wilson 6 
Varsity Girls Basketball j 
Greenbrier East 68 - PCHS 26 j 
PCHS 26 - Cireleyilie 23 I 

Nov. 10 - PCHS at Tygarts i 
Valley, 7 pm 

Nov. 23, Webster County at 
PCHS, 7 pm 

Nov. 24, PCHS at Peters¬ 
burg, 1 pm 

Ninth Grade Girls Basketball 


Capitol Tree j 

The- National Christmas 
Tree at the Capitol in Wash-' 
ington will come from Poca¬ 
hontas County for the second 
•time. A red spruce near Cran¬ 
berry Glades has been chosen 
by the Capitol architect, Paul 
Pincus. It is 46 feel, tall and; 
16 inches in diameter. Cran¬ 
berry is in the Gauley District 1 
of Monongabela National For- 1 
eat. A tree was selected several! 
years ago from the Greenbrier I 
District near the 4-H Camp ] 
at Thorn wood. j 

The tree will be delivered to i 
Washington by December 7. [ 
The lighting ceremony is D«-i 
cember 15. _ I 


Elkins36 -PCHS 12 
Elkins 25-PCHS 5 
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V WEATHER 

’ This- winter has- started' 
out as one that will be 
talked about. That Indian 
Summer we looked for 
didn’t appear. 

We started looking 
through the Old Fanner's 
Almanac the other night 
and this is what they have 
to say: 

It would appear that the 
winter weather action will 
shift from the West to the 
East this year. The North¬ 
east has enjoyed relatively 
mild winters for the last 
three years, but 1976-77 
will be remembered east of 
the Mississippi and north of 
the Mason-Dixon line! 
February and March to¬ 
gether should tax the heat¬ 
ing systems and snow 
shovels of most residents in 
the Northeast. New Eng- j 
land especially will be test¬ 
ed in February with ex¬ 
treme cold temperatures 
and snow-brimmed roads. 
Even the Middle Atlantic 
states will be cold and 
snowy from Groundhog- 
Day through the first day of ! 
Spring. ... 

Then the forecast for the J 
Greater Ohio Valley ... ! 

After a cold and snowy ! 
November, a mild Decern- ' 
ber and January will help I 
out. Then a very cold j 
February and March are 
predicted. A dry spring 
and a very hot summer are 
expected with less than 
normal rain in July and 
September. The warm 
weather is expected to con¬ 
tinue into October. 
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CapM CUMW Tree 

nio Capitol Chrbtme* 
Tree serving our RiconUfl* 
mnl yenr, liWfi, will com# 
from the rooansaine of Went 
Virginia on the Gsoley Ran¬ 
ge* Diwnet at the Moono- 
'aula Naaooa] Fore* 

'/he tree selected b ■ 41 
fool 40 year old native »(rd 
aproce grown* at an #)«vv 
tfon of 3,475- feet Mtt th* 
Cranberry iilades. 

The selected tree wna < 
Wad by Billy Wm|tiwW. j 
Tim bar Munughuiuit Ay 
rislmit of ft* GauW Ra’.if- 
orniycrict, and has received 
high endorsement of all , 
thoce who have viewed the 
tree, incfamint Paul Pinoua 
from the Capital AichiWU'4 
Olfice. 

Pbns are set t/» rut the 
tree on December 2*4 -whit 
proper ceremonial at tbo 
site with for cnnl displays | 
icvil tidditionol cw*tD0lW»* I 
j*r tiro cowo of Rirhwood, on 
December 3 and 4. Trui- 
portadon for the tree wlllbe: 
provided by the Richmond t 
CorUge Uo-i to Richmond 
with iransportaium to the | 
U S. Capitol on December 6 
provided by Wilson Freight.- 
-<fomprnqr.>' - 

Tbe bee moat be in 
Washington. D.C. no later 
than DecranW 9th to nDow 
coioagh linn lor pruning, 
rrs-nienrinj?, and derorfWAg 
prior to the December lfith 
lighting ceremony. 

Ibis tree should not be 
cuoluaud with the White 
Iluusw T»u Which b a 
living tree, After tho tree 
has served the Nation '* j 
Capitol j* will be placed in , 
eternal rest aa it rill ha ! 
ground into mulch for u»w 
un Gtrwrr and S h r>ib be*N 
around tbe cepftnl grouiJiK 

Two red wuoe re-Ohoga 
wil be planted rm tbe 
Ganley ItBngvr Distort of 
dju Xk'Dar.gahefo Nation el 



4 mm-NCCA/mi 


i. w* 


Etmiiim (llupitul 

WSUSHE 9 *T«WUlCHIfKWV»\r.>r;«<.IN(. . 

I'ounrictl 17*27 I 

‘D^4l»«P. l ;jSif,E, K un.,.r^, -\ 

X'ttirr e. dint, m**..*,, w*.r umrr *. *u cm r, cn«i.i..« *•« 

rjeio f. WiNNif, mount r morchaki, r>o..r»,i .] 


U.S. Christmas tree 

• / * ’ / * r* 

headerl for fireplace 


WASKIf^TON lAP; - A tt-tnot 
fieVtOc Klur 'timer itai hi!> beep 'Jit 
notional Cbrotcii.s iree Ls dying, ocd rhh 
ncobye. -*iLI LellsUst. 

"fi will an i»xl year's Yuliu Lvjt,” said 
Merwiul I'nrk Service rnopor Genres 
l:i uy on Tuesday ns workmen used .1 
e.'j.ie lu jdumthedli year-nid frs*. 

Th# ire* was • lansplJiUec iJ 1 HT 5 Iixim 
SoiCUrViiy, ?*, to Ihe Eilipae in front of 
be See* trv serve as toe Putt 
jwra&mel OfUntt lnx\ Pir.iosulr. 
-,ti- wt used fur the Pageant of 
P< :er «adi Cbristra «s 
Tf» rep lr«laresen * tub 
A V:iiiv*»f*:rcM'init5--nc># 
jvee here but tbe tower and iroHor 
t 

u lid. 'A* Park Serr.cc t *a epneced V 
tv i#r.' h;-U wlhbrautei snen « Js-tnot 
b to *.'#«• bnuici by a jr.sii in unrby 
SJ. r String, lid. The ccfcicgj are --tree 
on ts lb# tree 


J)whJu 7 uid the lift- .: uttered axil 
da.iiin<<i l ippsrucL'y from ail bahdity to 
co/to «*.ih 'tVaihlnjtiw'i hot, dam?, 
lowtonri cCoeU*. 

T> Pnrk Spr/ioc pJann to refine It with I 

a am permnemr, Ii'cmjiwiI Crtoheir. ! ‘l>ni 
L'tii “r.m w* ,.ji; Uy to lncste r»n* in i 
Virjhli or MdiyUcJ srd on# (ran 
•O’-a.rly toe suir.c elnveti jn, 1 * Jifildicy 
»«« 

Fot it' finale, (►« icre wi.il he decora led 
*.Ui 3.09J r»d hi: li'< :»l jl v. Hjutcli. IV I 
tj.Hi wiC oc lurtcii vr. by ? rwb«t eVwd ; 
«*►» k OIKL* tlu ptoea.it 
Aj i* 1 relk**# *** Ik rtetkoai 2o« 

#*.’ roew. is ji k rV» ». *4 e Yx» eg 
■ail jair.loj(i:cp.t'OBvdorrrt-echnJaf 1 
*»<«# n<Ml»i3V>'a<rjrg*m 
■*r a r. tk» pit. L«#t f a<y nit. out the . 
It.-* »il be »-e«d eevt O-rsUrAi. 

’tl*« .in »*•*.!>. 1/ rae^nJicest -r#,- 
Uid j'licecy. “k'j a diinarc ^ime it | 
v iuJib': Jiekeit" 









i £ «r < *-v ■* 
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PCHS Football 

Pocahontas County 14, 
Clarksburg tt.W. 6. 

Pocahontas fumbled on 
the first play from scrim¬ 
mage and gave RW the ball 
on the 20 yard line. RW 
went in to score but PCHS 
bounced right back on a 
Rick Doyle touchdown then 
went ahead to stay on 
Ronnie Sharp’s extra point. 

The Warriors scored 
again in the second quarter 
on Mark Waslo's touch¬ 
down and again Ronnie 
Sharp's point was good. 

Pocahontas defense shut 
out RW for three quarters 
keeping the presidents out¬ 
side the 35 yard line. The 
defense was led by Rick 
Doyle, Mark Kinder, Rich¬ 
ard Oref, Wayne Cassell, 
Melvin Ricottilli, Fred 
Tibbs and Tom Barnisky. 

The Warriors closed out 
their season in the cold 
weather with a 5 and 5 
record, 

Last week PCHS beat 
Petersburg 21-6. Touch¬ 
downs were scored by Rick 
Doyle, Mark Waslo, and 
Fred Tibbs. 

The Warriors played well 
all season. The schedule 
was tough the first five 
games. We feel like we 
were in every ball game, 
losing twice by one point. 
The early loss of quarter¬ 
back Tom Valencia slowed 
the Warriors for a while but 
Mark Waslo came on 
strong by mid season. 

PCHS has a young ball 
team sporting 16 Sopho¬ 
mores and 11 Juniors out of 
the 27 returning next year. 
There will be 22 lettermen. 
The Sophomore group is 
the first class to attend 
PCHS that had the opportu¬ 
nity to play 7th and 8th 
grade football. a 

We would like to recog¬ 
nize once again the five 
senior athletes who gave 
100 per cent this season — 
Leading ground gainer and 
scorer, Albert Pondexter; 
Rick Doyle, leading defen¬ 
sive player who averaged 
14 tackles a game from 
middle line backer; Fred 
-Tibbs, who played well at 
line backer and fullback; 

't'l.. 


at right guard; Lewis- PCHS Athletic Boosters 
Fromhart, quick man on The PCHS Athletic 
kicking team, and John Boosters feel the Parents 
Dilley, who gave 100 per Night was a successful 
cent every day. event and thank the parents 

Juniors were: Mark Was- f° r coming and being a part 
lo, QB; David L. Cassell, °f U9 - Many people have 
Tight End; Eddie Beverage helped this year and it is 
LB; Melvin Ricottilli, MG; appreciated, 

Robert Myers, G; Richard Football season has 
Faulknier, DE; Tom Bar-. closed for the season but | 
niaky T; Tony Wiley T; Girls Basketball is now 
Mark Gum E; William Dil-:S°®g on and Boys BaskeK 
ley E HB.. ' Ball is getting underway.. 

Sophomores—Richard We hope the people of 
Oref, Wayne Cassell, Mikei Pocahontas County will: 
Ryder, Rick Irvine, Keithl continue to support our 
Pondexter, Mike Williams, children at PCHS. 

Ronnie Sharp, Tim Galford, The next Boosters Meet- 
Mark Kinder, Conrad “>g will be December 1, 
Smith, Glenn Arbogast,i 1976. at 7:30 at Pocahontas 
Craig Doss, Grant Galford,|County High School. 

Greg Rose, Bruce Johnson, 

Phillip Hill. 

The Team and Coaching 
Staff would like to thank. __ 

the Boosters Club for the - v . , 
support and meals they ‘ 

provided this season. 

Thanks to Mrs. McGee — ; " -’ 
and the cheerleaders for a 
job well done. 

Marlinton Junior High 

The Marlinton Junior 
High Copperheads ended 
their football season, Satur- • 
day, Nov. 6, at Green Bank . 
by beating the Eagles, 20- ; 

15. This was the sixth win . 
of the season for the Cop- 
perheads without a defeat. 

They had one tie game with this 

Hillsboro. ior Warrior in his first game 

Leading the Copper- between PCHS and Union, 
heads to victoiy was Mike But Tom let ^ j 

Doss who scored two touch- interest die. He stood on 1 
downs and one extra point. the gjdelines rooting for the! 
Brett Withers scored the Warriors every game. i 
other touchdown for the Torn is the son of Mr. and 1 
Copperheads. Doss scored Mrs. Geronimo Valencia, of 1 
on runs of 55 and 10 yards Green Bank. He belongs to 1 
and Withers scored on a 4 the Let terraan’s Club of 
yanl run which he is vice president.' 

The defease again played He ig a] so a clas3 officer . j 
an outstanding game. Fa9 C hek, of Marlinton,- 

Lead mg the defense were 9 p 0nsor3 Tom and wished 
Rick McCarty, John Bar- him a complete recovery. , 
ton, Donny Rose, Jess 
Heavener and Ricky ^ 

Mayse. , 

This was the last game of j—“ 

the season and the players 
and coaches want to thank 
all the people for coming i 
out and supporting our 
team and athletic program. 



Mike Buzzard, who averag- 
I ed -40 yards per punt; 
Ronnie VanReenen, first , 
—L team • center *who anchored 
I the Warrior line; Ronnie 
^Mullens, aggressive blocker J 
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Board of Education 
The Pocahontas County 
Board of Education met for ‘ 
a regular meeting on No- j 
vember 22. 

The Board met with in--; 
terested. citizens and re¬ 
ceived from the special 
committee on the school 
ublic opinion poll a report 
ased on these question-; 
naires. This report empha- ' 
sized the categories which* 
the committee felt to be the 
primary concerns of the/ 
public and contained, rec:.. 
ommendations in several, 
areas. A copy of this report 
is to be found elsewhere in- 
this issue of the paper. A 
long dialogue ensued - be¬ 
tween the members of the . 
Board and the members of 
the public present on the 
report and other topics 
related to the County’s 
schools. 

The Board approved for ' 
each of the elementary 
schools a list of drivers to , 
be used for all extra cur-/ 
ricular trips for the re¬ 
mainder of the 76-77 school 
term. 

Approval was given to 
the personnel for the Vol¬ 
unteer Aides Program at 
a Green Bank Elementary 
program. This program in¬ 
volves people from the - 
community who are willing 
to donate an hour of their 
time each week to help with 
slow learners in the lower 
grades and has been in 
effect for the past two - 
years. 

Approval was given for 
the Marlinton gym to be 
used every Monday night 
through March for an adult 
basketball league. 

The request from the : 
high school for eight stu¬ 
dents to be taken by private 
vehicle to visit Fairmont i 
Business College and j 
Fairmont State College on - 
November 23 was approved 1 


The next regular Board { 
meeting will be—on • De- j 
cember 15. The Board will i 

meet for dinner as guests of \ 

the-Marlinton School Cafe- I 
teria with their wives and j 
the; principals and . wives j 
with the business meeting/ 

to follow. . ‘ 

'Public Opinion Poll 

What the Public Opinion 
Poll Said—A Report from: 
the Committee to the Poca-*- 
hontas 1 - County Board of-.’ 
Edhcation. \ 

/After. thorough evaJua-,.. 
tion of the results of the s' 
school public opinion poll,, 
this committee has prepar¬ 
ed a report on the cate¬ 
gories which seem to be the 
primary concerns of the 
people. We have outlined 
and made recommenda¬ 
tions in several areas which 
are pertinent to the future 
of Pocahontas County's ed¬ 
ucational system. 

BOND ISSUE 

Concern about the in-' 
crease; in property taxes 
was one of the main rea¬ 
sons for the defeat of the 
last bond issue. In additiopf 
there is a strong feeling 
that non-property - owners 
are not paying their share 
of the tax burden. 

It is quite evident from; 
the poll that a new bond 
issue should not be at¬ 
tempted before the present 
bond is retired. 


BUILDING PROGRAM j 
Since a large number of : 
responders favor the ren¬ 
ovation of existing build-; 
togs that are structurally ; 
sound, we recommend that 
you conduct a detailed cost 
analysis for repairing each I 
school. This should be done i 
by. people independent of \ 
the present architect, pre- i 
ferably with qualified local ! 
people whenever possible, j 
The results of this study 
should be published in the i 
local paper along with com- i_ 
parable figures for new J 
'buildings. j 

There were several sug- } 
gestions to the poll com- : 
ments for two new schools; ’ 
one for the Marlinton-Hills- I 
boro area and one for the , 
Green Bank-Durbin area. 
Perhaps this plan, merits - 
consideration as a possible I 
way of cutting costs. j 

BUILDING MAINTE¬ 
NANCE . . 1 

Inadequate building -j 
maintenance in the past j 
was listed as one of the 
prime reasons for the de- ‘ 
feat of the last bond issue, j 
We strongly urge you to | 
give top priority to a good 
maintenance plan, both for 
existing buildings and any 
new ones, as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Building mainte¬ 
nance should have the 
highest priority on the" j 
budget, not the lowest. J 
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Letter *, J 
Dear Mrs. Cromer, 

The Times came today, 
That sentence doesn’t.! 
indicate any earth shatter* ; 
ing.news. But one article in ■ 
the Times by “Name with¬ 
held by request’’ which was; 
critical of your observations 
did prompt me to write to 
you. I’ve intended many 
times to write to tell you 
' how much I enjoy you? 
articles, especially your 
write-ups of the “over-80 
crowd.” Don't‘let the 
. comments of one “writer,. 
parent, teacher, poster par- i 
,;ent and grandmother dis-i 
. courage you from’submit-^ 

' ting more contributions to- 
? the Times. . ■ ; 

1 I am also a product of a i 
' one room school in Poca- 1 
hontas County. The en¬ 
couragement that I receiv-. 
ed from my parents! and 
teachers propelled me into 
the teaching field for fifteen 
years. My philosophy of 
: home work is much the i 
same as yours. At Open 
; House PTA meetings at the : 
beginning of each school i 
, year, I explained to parents I 
that homework meant! 
working at home. Examples! 

; of home work were washing 
1 dishes, cutting grass; rak¬ 
ing leaves, and responsible | 
jobs the child was capable' 
of doing. Of course 11 
stressed the importance of ■ 
encouraging the student to 
pursue any extension of; 
school work voluntarily j 
done by the child, especial- 
1 ly reading for pleasure, j 
Most assigned ‘‘home-] 
work” is handed in and 1 
never looked at by the 
teacher. I know some fellow i 
teachers who kept elabor- I 
• ate records of “Home work j 
handed in” but never knew 1 
what was handed in as the , 
work was never checked. 
The student received J 
grades for home work too. i 
How ridiculous! j 


I just wanted you to know I 
that some people agiee j 
with your intelligent obser-1 
vations that are based on | 
the same foundation as’ our 
country-WORK, Too 
-many people expect the 
“pie in-the sky”' to be 
handed to them. 

The paragraph that you - 
wrote about Mark showed 
how sensitive you are to 
children’s needs. Three 
years ago tomorrow, Mark 
gave up Looking for. his 
place as you so aptly put it, 

I only met Mark one time 
and we had a two U» three r - 
hour talk. He had only j 
praise for the Cromers., .1 ; 
recall he told with muchi}j 
interest about.learning the I' 
•history of the logging era | 
from Mr. Cromer when 
they dug up utensils, etc., 
where the Italian camp had’ | 
been. Whateverthe articles j. 
were, I can't recall now, f. 
they were not taken when ’ 
ho left as he was still I 
considering your home— 
his home. 

I hope to continue to ! 
enjoy your Common sense | 
contributions to the Times, i 
Hubert H. Taylor j 
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Green Back Receives 
Federal Property 
Green Bank has received 
through two Quickclaim Deeds 
the transfer of eleven acres of 
federal property for commu-v 
nity use. The announcement 
was made by Gorham L. Black, 

. Jr., Regional Director Office of 
Health, Education, and Wei' 
fare (HEWj. Region 1II;< y ! 

The two parcels of land, for* 
ttierly part of the site of the 
National Radio Astronomy . 
Observatory, measure 9.S acres 1 
and 1.5 acres, respectively. Ac* ; 
cording to Dr. E. Louise Weig* 
man, Director of HEW’s Re- !. 
gion III Division of Federal. 
Property Assistance, the larg¬ 
er parcel of land, adjacent to 
the Green Bank Elementary 
School (serving 341 students in , 
grades One through Eight) ( 
will become a preserve for na¬ 
ture study and recreation, and 
will permit a more realistic 
compliance witb West Vir¬ 
ginia’s requirement for mini¬ 
mum school sites. The smaller, 

1.5 acres, provides the site for 
the new, 3,000 volume, Poca¬ 
hontas County Free Library- i, 
Funds for its construction were < 
derived from a grant;! of 
$22,900, along with .314,000 , 
for library supplies and operat¬ 
ing expenses, from the West 
Virginia Library Commission. 
Additional funds of $2,000 . 
were appropriated by Green 
Bank with another $350Ocom- 
ing from private' donation 
sources. The library will serve 
an estimated 2000 persons.* 1 
Region III, HEW, is com¬ 
prised of the states of Dela¬ 
ware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and 
the District of Colombia. 
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Pioneer Days—July 8-10, '77 


Project for Marking Early ' 

Cabin Sites Approved! 1 

The Pocahontas County HiW 
torical Society’s project to lo¬ 
cate, mark, and record the sites' 
of the early pioneer cabins in 
Pocahontas County has been 
approved by Governor Moore 
for 51300 in financial assistance 
from the W. Va. American 
Revolution Bicentennial Com¬ 
mission. 

Work is underway? in locat¬ 
ing the cabin sites ofi the set¬ 
tlers living in what is now ; 

_ Pocahontas County during the 
Revolutionary War period. To ' 
date 23 sites have been agreed i 
upon as being the location of-l 
pioneer homes. Also included 1 
in the project is the sites of the 
forts used by the early settlers j 
far protection against the In-,I 
dians. i 

The project provides for I 
marking the actual cabin or-, 1 
fort site with a bronze plaque i 
or a metal stake with the per-i 
mission of current land owners.. 
The individualized* bronze i 
markers will be paid for by the I 
descendants of the pioneers.* 
Six families have agreed to pay ) 
for markers to date. This fit! 
naneial support will help pro j 
vide the matching funds nec¬ 
essary, to obtain the WVARBC j 
grant.,-, . . j 

The WVARBC funds'will be, 
mainly used to purchase uni-, 
form metal highway signs to! 
be placed on the public road 
nearest to each cabin location, i 
These signs will give the pio¬ 
neer’s name, the date of the 
cabin and will identify this 
project as one officially approv- ; 
ed by the WVARBC. . j 


A formal public document 1 
will be prepared and placed i 
with the County records at the j 
Courthouse. This document ■ 
will contain for each pioneer i 
the year be arrived and a de- J 
scnptioii of his home site. . f 
Larry Jarvinen has accepted 
the chairmanship of the Socie- i 

ty’s committee to complete this ! 

proj eot. The other committee j 
members are Katherine Beard ' 
Jessie B. Powell, Harold Crist! i 
Forrest Wooddell, Johnnie B. I 
Hill, James Wooddell, Moody j 
Moore, Grady Moore, Alfred 1 
McNael, Sam Hill, and Bill! 
McNeel. 

A number of cabin sites are 
yet undetermined. The public ' 
is asked to furnish additional i 
information to any committee | 
mimber as soon as _ possible 
since tbe highway markers are i 
to be ordered by mid-January, i 
The bronze markers should al- j 
so be ordered as soon as pos¬ 
sible and the committee needs , 
to know if additional families 
desire to have one placed on 
the cabin site of their Pocafcon- 1 
tas County ancestor. 



December 1,1976 


Mr. Sam Hill 
Hillpoint 
Hillsboro, w.Va. 

Dear Mr. Hill:- _ 

Regarding your articles in the Pocahonta3"Vof June 10th. 
and November 25th. of 1976 as to home sites of men who served in the 
service during the Revolutionary War I have the follow!ng to report. 

My Great-Great-Great Grandfather, James Waugh who 
served three years according to Ghaukleys History of Augusta County 
Virginia. Wounded at Ghadds Run - better known as the Battle of Brandy 
wine - the Virginia troops of the Line under the command of Marouis 
de Lafayette who was also wounded. All the Colonial troops being under 
the command of Gen. Washington. Although they lost the.battle Col. 

Lafayette was promoted to Major General. ...__ 

Returning to James Waugh, his plantation was located 
along a strip of land on the East side of the Greenbrier river about 
three miles below Major Jacob Waricks Fort at Clover Lick according to 
the autobiography of Lorenzo Waugh his grandson. Two copies of his 
book is in the P.C.H.S. Library. When the river had washed away most 
of the good fields his family (Four children- 2 boys and 2 girls) 
moved over the mountain and settled at Dilleys Mill. Some of Lorenzo's 
brothers and cousins settled at Bethel in the Hill country. Jame 3 2nd. 
and Samuel (My Line), were on the first county court of Pocahontas 
County. I believe the best place for James Waugh's marker would be 
in Clover Lick. I remain 

Sincerlv / . 

CyL CA CUt cyn(U'\ - 
/Glen L. Vaughan 



SAMUEL C. HILL 


HILLSBORO, WEST VIRGINIA 24946 

December 6 ,1976 

Da c.r L 1 . Vaughan , 

Thank , t cu for your letter of December 1 with 
the information regarding trie first James laugh, v.'e 
will inc_ude this in the final plans for the erection of 
the markers, This should be completed early next year. 

I have some information that may not be new 
to you but I will pass it along nevertheless. | 

' On March 30,1962 a committee consisting of 

Sharp/ontgrornery, kickline, Johnson and n ill were 
making plans for the development of the recently acquired 
property of the Buckskin Council,Boy Scouts of America , at 
Diiieys hill. fe entered the riverfront property from 
Senaca^ forest by walking about one mile, from the boundary. 1 

I was advised this was the site of the old Hush X J lace * 

formerly the James y/augh farm.There is a small graveyard 
about 100 yards jfW of the river. There was a sulphur spring 
and run on tins left (north) -on the right wa.s a former 
storage or cache for the lumber company while the land 
was being timbered early this century. The site of the 
former farm house was apparent. The direction to the farm 
were"from the Brown’s Creek road follow the old Mill path 
to she Low place,shen to Apple pen to low place,cross 
north to hickory Plat,follow old tram road down Incline 
Hollow to the old farm house. J 

The one grave stone that I could makeout said: 

James faugh | 

Born 3-19-1831 P 

Died age 42 yr.-lim.Q 19 d.- 1873 --~ 

Shot this would be of interest. 


Cordially, 


)HIS *AM£SJZp., f7)7 -UR's S£C<3A/D wiff j 

ifiMR, his mmMND i>Ncie saiauel^m)' junA l 

BUD IM 1821, } [ 

\ 

■■ 

r 






ti*HP*. 

anas Waugh,1st. and 
•hich we have data c 

igest son and Jane VJaui’h, who was Timothy McCarty’s second vd.fi 


fe Mary v;ere the parents of four children 
r- Waugh 2nd. the oldest .— " - -* 


There is nothing pn record os to the date of James,birth, but he died in 
]o31, the same year his brother Samuel died. [ „ i , 

lu tiuG-rf MARK |£D Cfttea tfnflp i 3 , tR. 

James Waugh 2nd. was married to Rebecca McGuire, they were the parents 
of twelve children. The following ten children are all that we have data 


on at the present time. Their names are:- 


Rachel 

EM:, poke til_ 


Morgan 

Allen 

Isabella 

Marcus 

'^Lorenzo. 


2. <^KrSo, , 


<y to 




jVJ.. cJ'Jj 


about the life of James Waugh 2nd. have uncovered the following. 
f He lived on the Greenbrier river and evidently had a smaller farm in the 
Mills, the land along the river must have been part of his fathers land 
and he called this The Plantation. His will was probated in Augusta county’ 
court in 1831, in which lie provides ; "That land be sold and the proceeds 
used to educate his children." Another clause in his will was, " I desire 
that my rifle gun be kept for the' entire use of my plantation." 

He was a member of the first court to sit in Pocahontas county and 
his presence at the August term of court in 1822 bears this out. He was 
.a close neighbor and friend of Major Jacob Warwick, of Clover Lick. It 
Ivras on the evidence of James Waugh and P. Bruffey who appeared in court 
tha.-t s. section of Jacob Warwick's will was carried out freeing his 
" rous servant Beru Warwicks will was dated March 7, 1818. .. _i 

/l‘/h.9.rts mqvj- 

( lSOO the records show about 150 families living in»"Pocahontas, 

'county, Samuel and James Waugh 2nd, being tvra of thorn. 

THE CHILDREN OF JAMES 2nd. ‘ ' 

Rachel was married do Frederick Fleming. 


55^£T ii 


'Elizabeth was married to John Ratliffe and lived on Clover Creek. 

liancy married Abraham Griffin and lived on Buckley Mountain, she had a 
daughter vino married Claiborne McNeil, and lived near Buckeye. 


Jacob married Mary Brown, daughter of Josiah Brown of Indian Draft, and 
moved to Upshur county. He was the father of fifteen children, only five, 
lived to be grown. Jacob was a fine nensman and became clerk of the 
Ikshur County Court, occuping that position for many years. Jacob Waugh's 
five children were, four boys, Brown,Enoch,^Horner and John William, and 
• one daughter Leah who was the third wife of Dr, Pleasant Smith of Edrav. 

- Hi? wife, Mary Brovm was born April 13, 1812. 


J mss Waugh 3rd, married Sally, the oldest daughter of John Cochran, and 
lived on the Greenbrier at the old homestead. His second wife .was Hannah 
Lamb, from Highland county. Details of James Waugh will be found in 
Hardesty's Encyclopedia. v ’ 

Jacob vJaughTTas the'grandfather of Judge "vbugh"of Upshur County. ■ 

* cfoA^ tjr JLj JJ. irL JjJ&fw*. *7 

CUZ.WTH Tfit/.Z. Mru, pq 8 . 
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i. School Plans ! 

The results of the recent 
school opinion poll showed ’ 
several hundred persons to , 
be more interested in re- i 
pairing the present school -) 
buildings than in building | 
new ones* •!& _ J 

The committee reviewing'! 
the poll therefore thought j 
more consideration should.^ 
be given to repair and thg^j 
estimated costs given f*. 
closer look', ! ' 

There was not much time j 
with holidays, deer season J 
etc., but Saturday a group 
of Pocahontas carpenters, 
electricians and the like 
went over the Green Bank 
school building- In this 
group were James Carpen¬ 
ter, Zane Taylor, June 
Riley, Bernard Shears, Al¬ 
fred Collins, Lennia ■ 
Howell, Kerth Friel, and 
Bill delGiudice. 

On Monday night every- ! 
one .interested in schools j 
was invited to the High, 
School to hear reports on 
school repair. 

About 35 persons attend- 
,0d, but they were really 
'interested and found some 
answers to their questions. 

The estimates made by 
- the architects to correct the -I 
major fire and safety de¬ 
fects found by the fire 
marshal were reported and j 
the figures are as follows) j 
: In the estimates, costs [ 
are figured at So.50 per ; 
square foot for electrical 
work (to include fire alarm ! 
systems), 50c per square , 
foot to refinish interior j 
walls and ceiling to requir- i 
ed fire resistance stand- I 
ards, 856 for an interior fire i 
resistant door, S100 for an i 
exterior door, and S350 to | 
convert windows for use as • 
emergency exits. 


HILLSBORO 
Gym (5,494sq.ft.) 

'.Electrical work $30,217 
'Refinishing 3250 sq. ft 1625 
. Six interior doors 336 
Three exterior doors 300 • 
Total 1 32,478 

Cafeteria (3860 sq. ft.) 
Electrical work $21,230 
Refinishing 4520 sq ft 2,260 
Eight interior doors 448 ■ 
> 23,938 

Elementary Building 
t (11,748 sq.ft.) 
'Electrical work $64,614- 
Refinishing 

10,746 sq.ft. 5,370- 
■ Four exterior doors 400 
21 interior doors 1,176 
7 window conversions 2,450 ■ 

, 2 fire escape towers 50,000 i 
124,010 j 
High School Building 1 
(12,660 sq.ft,) 


Electrical work 869,630 

Refinishing 

21,300sq.ft. 10,650 | 

28 interior doors 1,568 1 

4 exterior doors 400 .• 

, 10 window convers. 3,500 ! 

Two new stairs 30,000 1 

125,742 


Total for Hillsboro 8306,180 j 

GREEN BANK ; 

Main Building i 

(30,878 sq. ft.) 

Electrical work $169,829 ' 


Refinishing 


89,458 sq. ft. 

49,729 : 

30 interior doors 

2,800 i 

i exterior doors 

18 window con¬ 

300 1 

versions 

6,300 j 

1 fire escape tower 

25,000 ’ 

1 fire stair 

15,000 i 

New stairway 

25,000 'i 
293,968 -j 

Cafeteria (7527 sq.ft.) 

Electrical work 
Refinishing 

41,398 j 

11,280 sq. ft. 

5,640 | 

14 interior doors 

. 784 

3 exterior doors 

300 

48,122 ‘ 


Total-Green Bank $343,076 



T 


MARLINTON , •. 

‘ Gym Building - 
(31,510 sq. ft.) <■' I 
Electrical work $173,305 ] 
Refinishing < 

35,950 aq. ft. 17,976 ‘ 
20 interior doors 1,120 \ 

5 window convers. 1,750 ' 
2 fire escape towers 50,000 

244,150 . 

Cafeteria/Special Educa- | 
tionBuilding (30,400sq.ft.) | 
Electrical work 5167,200 
Retinishing 1 

31,000 sq.ft. 15,500 
17 interior doors 962 
' 183,652 

Total Marlin ton $427,802 
Note: If the second floor 
of the Cafeteria/Special 
Education building is used 
for classrooms, then a fire 
escape tower will be need- I 
ed, adding $25,000 to the I 
Marlinton costs. 

DURBIN | 

Main Building 
(18,447 sq. ft.) 

Electrical work $101,459 1 
Hefinishing 

42,955 sq.ft. 21,477 
56 interior doors 3,136 , 

6 exterior doors 500 1 

12 window convers. 4,200 

New exit 500 

2 fire stairs 30,000 

Total Durbin $161,273. 

Total County 51,238,327 

Some figures were con¬ 
sidered to be a little low 
and some a little high but 
none clear out of the bail 
park. ! 

James Carpenter spoke 
for the group which had ; 
looked over the Green Bank 
school. They found the 
buildings needed many 
things done that were not ■ 
included in the fire safety 
oriented plan. The bricks , 
need sandblasting and re- ■ 
pointing (some bricks Could 
be easily pulled out), the 
side walls bulge some, i 
there are no subrloors in 
some rooms, there are 
openings which would pro- j 
vide flue-like drafts from ; 
basement through walls to i 
second floor and to outside, 
the roof is of wooden con¬ 


struction which shook un¬ 
der the weight of one man, 
and some floors are defi¬ 
nitely sagging. After the 
repairs it would still be an 
old building with many 
more needs. The inspec¬ 
tion group agreed that it 
would not be economical to 
spend the money necessary 
on the old buildings. 

They did not have time to 
go over the buddings in the - j 

southern part of the County j 
but they felt they knew j 
enough about them to have i 
the same opinion. | 

The Board of Education i 
was present. They felt they 
had the options of trying; 
the bond issue again, which 
the school opinion poll = 
showed would ho useless; : 
repair the existing schools, i 
which these local buildings 
and the architect agreed 
now was not practical; do 
nothing, which they felt i 
was not a responsible deci- ! 
sion; or move in a new I 
direction. They had been • 
discussing different possi¬ 
bilities the past month or so ; 
and had come up with the ! 
idea of building"part of the i 
classrooms-now and com-, i 
pleting the job after the 
present high school bond is'. ] 
paid off in 198.0. < • 

This plan would use the : 
$1,200,000 available from i 
the Stats. With local labor, ; 
high school vocational | 
classes and school mainte- j 
nance personnel, the fol- j 
lowing could be built, not:) 
all at one time but within ■( 
eighteen months; j 

Seven new class rooms at [ 
Hillsboro for kindergarten j 
through fifth grade. 

Fifteen new class rooms ! 
at Marlinton and possibly . 
expand cafeteria space. j 
Ten new class rooms at f 
Green Bank, to house ! 
grades one through five,] 
bring Durbin students to 
Green Bank. J 


Sewage and heating fa¬ 
cilities installed would be 
sufficient for new facilities 
for the upper grades com¬ 
pleted at a later time. 

These plans would satis¬ 
fy the fire marshal by 
getting students out of the 
most unsafe places and 
show that we are making 
progress toward providing 
safe school surroundings. 

The Board members stat¬ 
ed their support of this 
plan. L 

Almost everyone attend- [ 
ing agreed to serve as a j 
citizens committee and'. 
Leonard Howell was elect- t 
ed chairman. ! 

By unanimous consent, it j 
was voted to give support to > 
the Board of Education to i 
go to the State Board of j 
Education and ask for the ] 
$1,200,000 for this plan to j 
build the three new units of ‘ 
class rooms now and to ask 1 
the people of the County to ; 
vote money later to com-j 
plete the system with new: 
class rooms for grades 6, 7, : 
and 8, and gymnasium and, 
library space. 

' The Board feels that in_ 

the completed plan the, 
existing old high school, 
building at Marlinton will 
have to be demolished and 
a new gymnasium with 
all-purpose space con-; 
structed. 

Only rough preliminary, 1 
plans have been made of 
proposed units and actual 
floor plans will be made; 
only after the State Board' 
of Education gives the go- 
ahead signal. - Opportunity , 
will be given to the public 
to see and comment on 1 
these. 


0- 
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St. Nicholas Day | 

The third annual St. Nicho-j 
ias Day Celebration will be] 
held this weekend, December; 
4-6, at the Pearl S. Buck 
Birthplace in Hillsboro. 

The actual observance of St.j 
Nicholas Day, December 5,] 
which today is primarily iimit-i 
ed to the old world, will drawl 
attention to the old style tra-' 
ditions and customs of the ma¬ 
ternal ancestors of Pearl Buck,! 
the Stul tings. 

The Stulting Place will take! 
on a Dutch flavor in Christmas' 
decorations, food and drinks,; 
with the assistance of the Mar-; 
linton Woman’s Club. Also,! 
just recently word was received.' 
from the North Pole that Santa 
Claus will depart from his busy ■ 
schedule to pay respects to his 
forebears. The Hillsboro 
Kindergarten classes' behavior 
has warranted this visit and 
will meet Santa Monday. 

In addition, Moua Dee Vance , 
will provide further entertain¬ 
ment with a puppet Bhow. The 
public is warmly invited to . 
visit the "Stulting Place” and : 
begin the sharing of the spirit ■ 
of Christmas. 

Tbe Birthplace is open 9 to 5- 
Monday through Saturday and , 
1 to 5 on Sunday. 


(Mimas Parade 

The annual Christmas Pa- 1 
rade sponsored by the Marlin- 1 
ton Jaycees, Lions and Rotary ; 
Clnbs, will be held Saturday, I 
December 4,1976. The Parade i 
will start at Marlinton Ele-.j 
mentary School promptly at i 
2 p. m. We urge all clubs, ! 
merchants, aDd the public to I 
participate. Entries should be 
in front of the Elementary j 
School by P30 p. in, for line¬ 
up. Trophies or money will be ; 
given in tbe following classes: ] 
club, floats, merchant floats, i 
carolers. 

Included in' the parade will 1 
be the bands from Pocahontas , 
County High School and Hills- ; 
boro, Marlinton, Green Bank, ; 
and Durbin Elementary i 
Schools, ■ ! 

Immediately after the Pa- ; 
rade, at the side of tbe First ‘ 
National Bank porch, children ; 
will receive a treat from Santa. I 
Also, there will be a .drawing j 
for gift certificates from mer- : 
chants and businesses. -1 
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Letter ■ ] 

I was just reading a little { 
of Mrs. Levie Hannah’s: 
writing about her life story. 
Those things bring back to | 
me my younger days when Ij 
was on the farm. She spoke ■ 
of going down and standing j 
where the cows had slept to i 
warm her feet. We boys j 
went barefooted until : 
school time, so there would I 
be a good frost on and I 
would go after the cows andi 
they would be lying down j 
and I would run them upj 
, and stand in their beds to I 
waim'my.feet., A.lolj o£,tb.y 
, things-she spoke of, i>] 
I used to help my mother: 
with the work in the house, 
and in the garden. On wash 1 
day3 I would help to wash 
our clothes on a wash 
board. I was jack-of-all-1 
trades on the farm. I would 
help my Mom and my 
Grandma to card wool and 
spin yam until ten o'clock 
at night to knit our school ■ 
socks, gloves and tobog -1 
gans. It was a wonderful I 
time for us older folks, I 
could write a book and then j 
not get started from the j 
time I was four years old. 
You know I was a poor old 
farmer boy and came up the 
hard way. My father died 
when I was four years old 
and we moved from Dod¬ 
dridge County to Pocahon¬ 
tas, so I knew just about all 
of the Hannahs in Pocahon¬ 
tas—John Hannah, at 
Green Bank Store, Joe 
Hannah, of Cass, Ira Han¬ 
nah, Boud Hannah, Layton 
Hannah, but I just don’t 
remember this lady, she is 
two years older than I. I 
would just like to hear from 
some of those old folks, as I 
always loved old folks. 

As Ever, Mr. Sutton 
Mr. Sutton’s address is: 
F. M. Sutton, 22-31st St. 


Memories 

Fond memories of grow¬ 
ing up in our wonderful 
town. There was a young 
man whom I will never 
forget. He was none other-1 
than Garland McFerrin. 
When his father and broth- : 
er Herman came into town 
in the morning to open the 
Bank of Mar Lin ton they 
always brought Garland. 
They would leave him sit¬ 
ting in front of the Bank in 
his wheelchair. By the time 
the Bank closed for the 
day—Garland would have 
been on every comer in 
town. He would motion 
with his hand as to where 
he wanted to go, whether it 
be in front of Richardsons 
Hardware or Paul Over¬ 
holt’s Mens Shop. j 

I am sure a lot of people 
such as the Richardson 
boys, John Hayslett, Clar- : 
ence Smith, Jim McGraw ! 
and many more have fond 
memories of wheeling Gar¬ 
land all over town. i 

By tho end of the day— ; 
Garland would always end 
up in front of Harry Sharp's 
News Stand. At the ripe old 
age of sixteen, I was C0ll ’ 
sidered the best "Soda- 
jerk” in town, ha! ha! The 
last thing that Garland 
would have every day was a 
big milkshake. Then I: 
would wheel him over to i 
the bank for his return 
home with his father and 
brother Herman. 

It was the fine people of 
our community and all of 
Pocahontas County, that 
gave Garland many, many 
happy days. In return Gar¬ 
land always made our days j 
more pleasant. \ 

Tony and Mildred Colson 


Museum 

The Historical Society 
has received copies of the . 
Marlinton High School 
yearbooks from 1922, 1926, , 
1927,1931; 1933, 1939, and 
1946, from Marlinton Ele- | 
mentary School. Mr. I 
George Alt arranged to 
have these yearbooks trans- i 
ferred to the Society and 
they will be placed in the ; 
library at the County His- j 
torical Museum, - j 
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. Christmas 

The Poage Lane Church will 
hold their Christmas program 
on Sunday, Dec. 19, at 7:30 
pm. Everyone welcome, 



The Christmas program at 
Maty's Chapel will be held on 
Christmas Eve at 7:30 pm. 



The Edray Youth Group will 
he presenting their Christmas 
play at the churches of the Ed- ■ 
ray Charge on the following i 
schedule: . ' . 

Edray - Monday, Dec 20 - 1 
7:30 pm . j 

Slatyfork ■ Tuesday, Dec, 21 ' 
•7:30 pm 

Swago - Wednesday, Dec. 22 
* 7:30 pm 

White Chapel - Thursday] 
Dec. 23- 7:30 pat 



The Church of God on Beard 
Heights will present a Christ¬ 
mas play, '’No Pillow For His 
Head," on Wednesday, Dec. 
22 , at 7:30 pm. Everyone wel¬ 
come. 



The Christmas program at 
Marvin Chapel will be Thurs¬ 
day, Dec. 23, at 7:30 pm. All 
are welcome. 

m 

There will be a Christmas 
play at the Mace Methodist 
Church on Wednesday, Dec. 
22, at 7 pm. Everyone wel¬ 
come. ' 


The Edray Methodist Church \ 
will have a short Christmas j 
program on Sunday, Dec. 12, ] 
. at ll am. Everyone welcome, j 


m 


There will be a Christmas j 
carol singing service at the 
Marlinton Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday, Dec. 12, at 7:30 p, i 
m. Everyone invited. 


At 5 pm on. Sunday, Dec, 19, 

• the , Mirlinton Presbyterian -i 
Church will present its annual i 
Joy Gift Pageant, this year en- i 
titled, “Keeping Christmas To- ■{ 
day." Everyone welcome. , 

The Buckeye Presbyterian 
Church will have it3 Christmas ; 
program on Wednesday, Dec, | 
22, at 7:30 pm. Everybody is j 
welcome. 

The Mt, Zion Extension' j 
Homemakers will present a ■ 
short Christmas program on I 
Monday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 pm j 
at the Browns Creek Church. ; 
The public is invited and there 
will be a treat for the children. ! 

All Club members bring se- ' 
cret sister’s gift. 


The New Hope Church of 
the Brethren will have a spe¬ 
cial Christmas worship service 
on Thursday, Dec. 16, at 7:30 
pm. The youth will present 
two short p|ay3. Everyone is 
welcome. 


The Kerr Chapel Brethren 
Church will have its Christmas 
program on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
at 7:30 pm. All welcome. 
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Pioneer Food Recipes 
These are some Pioneer , 
food recipes gathered for ; 
Miss Shultz’3 Marlinton ; 
Third Grade Colonial Days: 

Food 

Ash cake—Com bread j 
wrapped in cabbage leaves i 
and baked in ashes. 

Com dodger—Com meal I 
and lard baked in lumps. 1 
Hasty pudding—Corn ! 
meal mush; often eaten i 
with milk or gravy or j 
sweetened with maple . i 
sugar, honey, or molasses i 
and used for a dessert. ) 
Fried mush—cold hasty 1 
pudding, sliced and fried in ' 
!a skillet. i 

Hoe cake —Combread 
baked on the blade of a hoe. 
The hoe was taken off the.' 
handle, cleaned and set in 
the coals. 

Johnny cake—Usually 
made of com meal, salt 
boiling water, and milk, j 
Some people added wheat i 
flour if they had it; others' 
added sugar or eggs. It was 
baked in an oven over the ; 
fireplace or in an iron pot 
with a cover or on a board j 
in front of the fire. 

Cook some for yourself 
Hasty Pudding .. ; 

3 cups of water J 

1/2 teaspoon of salt 
1/2 cup of cornmeal j 

Put the water and salt in j 
a saucepan. Bring to a boil. 1 
Sprinkle the cornmeal into 
the boiling water a little at a i 
time. Stir all the time so 1 
that it will not get lumpy. 
Cook for 45 minutes. Serve | 
with milk and syrup. 

Com Pone ; 

Measure one cup of sour 
milk and pour into a mixing i 
bowl. Add enough corn 
meal and a little wheat flour 
until you have a thick 
batter. Add 1/2 teaspoon of 
salt and a tablespoon of 
melted butter. Dissolve a 
teaspoon of soda in a small 
amount of water and add to 1 
the batter. Mix well. Pour j 
into a greased pan and bake 
at 375 degrees for about 25 1 
minutes, or until a golden t 
brown. 


Jr’arcned Com 
Put some dry field corn , 
kernels in an iron skillet or 
in a covered iron kettle. 
Add some salt and butter. 
Parch over medium heat 
stirring constantly until 
golden brown. •> 

. j , . Hominy 

• Put‘one quart' dfUiuskedj 
dry'' 1 field .com .into twq.j 
quarts of water. Add two - 
tablespoonfuls of baking 
soda. Boil until the hulls of 
the grain come off easily. - 
Wash in clear, cold water, I 
Cook the hominy in milky j 
seasoned to taste with but- j 
ter and salt; or boil ■ in 
water, and season to tastes I 
It may be eaten with or] 
without milk. 

Vinegar Pie 

Use prepared pie dough 
for the pie shell, or ask your 
mother to help you make 
one. 

I egg, well beaten 

3 tablespoons of cider- 
vinegar 

1 teaspoon lemon 
flavoring 

4 tablespoons flour' 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup of boiling water 
1 baked pie shell 
Mix sugar and flour thor- ■ 
oughly together, then add 
boiling water. Cook five 
minutes. Add well-beaten: 
egg and cook in tap of 1 
double boiler two minutes.! 
Add lemon flavoring and : 
vinegar. Pour into baked 
pie shell. ^ 


I Sauerkraut 

Part of the cabbage 
grown in the garden was ; 
jofter, made into sauerkrauts,i 
The cabbage was cut into ; 
small pieces on a cabbage ' 
cutter—a board with sharp ; 
knife-like blades on it. The i 
head of the cabbage was 1 
rubbed back, and- forth; j 
across the knifes until it j 
was cut in small pieces.. It j 
was then mixed with salt- \ 
and put in a big barrel or i 
earthenware jar a layer at a . 
time. Each layer was press- j 
ed down with a wooden i 
pestle until brine or salty ‘ 
water came out of it. When 
all the cabbage was packed , 
in, it was covered with a 
cloth and a board. A large 1 
stone was put on the top of 
the board to keep the ] 
cabbage under the brine. 
The jar or barrel was set in j 
a warm place so that bac- ■ 
teria would grow quickly in 
the mixture. This bacteria i 
made the cabbage ferment. ] 
After a few days the brine : 
began to bubble. It did not ; 
have a very pleasant odor. 
The scum that came to the 
top was skimmed off. The 
cabhage was left to stand 
until it got sour. Then it 
was put in a cool place so 
bacteria could not grow as .1 
fast. It was now ready i 
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Durbin of Old ! 

Who remembers Durbin' 
-before 1930? The town was! 
a combination of busi¬ 
nesses, 

The C&O Railroad and 
the Western Maryland- 
were very active. Each 
morning at 6 a. m. a fast 
passenger train came from 
Elkins. There was a C&0 : 
passenger waiting and a-* 
transfer of express, bag-* 
gage and passengers was 
made. 

When the transfer wa3. 
made both trains left Dur-.' 
bin. The Western Maryland' 
went back to Elkins and thei 
C&O headed for Ronce-I 
vsrte. 

At 12:00 noon two pas¬ 
sengers met again at Dur-i 
bin. They made another; 
transfer and departed. In, 
all there were four trains- 
each day coining into Dur- i, 
bin on the C&O and West- : 
era Maryland. Four trains i 
on each line. At six o’clcckli 
in the evening the two lines!' 
had trains meet again inii 
Durbin. The C&O stayedi! 
over night but the Western- 
Maryland went back to) 
Elkins. It arrived in Elkins i 
at 3:00 p. m. I 

There was a good minei 
prop business in Durbin at) 
tnac time. The props were 


The nest garage m Dur¬ 
bin in the-twenties was' 
Dodd Dixons. He sported 
two gas pumps out front.; 
Both had' 10 gallon glass- 
containers on top but ther 
had electric pumps. 1 

John Flinner was a busy- 
cattle dealer, He had access 
to pasture land above BarJ 

i tow - : 

1 Bdiior and Johnnie; 

Williams operated dray I 
wagons then. They hauled' 
anything that people want-f 
ed moved. They sometimes! 
delivered coal in the winter' 
tor the Durbin Mercantile. 
They hauled freight from, 
the depot each day. j 
Hiner’s Hardware was a! 
busy place. It was near thei 
Durbin Grade School. In 
fact one of the Hiner girls 1 
taught there. Her name; 
was Dolly Payne Hiner and' 
she taught the second 
grade in '28. 

This was about the time- 
that Whitman Hull learned' 
to drive the family car. It 
was a '22 or '23 Modei T 
rord. Gene Lawton won-i 
dered (aloud) if Whitman’ 
had a driver’s license. It 
was the first time on the 
streets with the car. 


stacked across the track) 
from where Everette East; 
Jived. They were hauled in! 
wagons by George and, 
Scott Darnell. There was no. 
lumber mill there at that ; : 
time. 

The tannery was going 
strong and Durbin was 
having growing pains. 

Durbin got its first water, 
system in i928. A dam was 
built in a canyon above the 
bridge in West End. The 
system had no pumps. It 
was a gravity system. It I 
seemed to have lots of 
pressure. 

This writer doesn’t re¬ 
member if this was domes¬ 
tic water or just fire protec-! 
tion. Either way Durbin' 
needed it. 


Stanley Robinson op¬ 
erated a restaurant near the! 
depot and Frank Hyre had a 
restaurant on the corner by 
Dixon's Garage. 

Myra Goodsell seemed to' 
be the one who operated 
the Post Office. She was : 
Gene Lawton’s mother. 

Dr. Wilhide owned the 
only drug store in Durbin at 
that time. It was next door 
to the Post Office, He was 
the father of Mike and Jim 
Wilhide. Jim married Zoe 
Kirkpatrick, of Cass, where! 

she was a school teacher. 
Dr. Wilhide later moved to, 


A few people lived in 
Durbin and worked in Cass. 
They came home on week¬ 
ends. 

Sam Moore owned a 
store in Durbin and lived in' 
Hosterman. He went home 
every evening. He drove a : 
25 Hudson. j 

The Durbin Mercantile i 
used to have a prize pack- - 
age day for the people.) 
They wrapped small items I 
in packages and threw 1 
them from the front porch 1 
roof into the crowd; who-i 
ever caught one of the' 
packages could keep it. ! 

Lake Oliver was a wheel 
in the Durbin Mercantile in 
the 1920’s. 

Were the good old days | 
better than our todays? 


Bruce Nelson 
1414 E.Edgemont 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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Board of Education 
The Board of Education 7 
met for a regular meeting , 
on December 15. 

Present at the meeting : 
were several members of : 
the Citizens Advisory Com¬ 
mittee and Haskell Brown, 
architect with the firm of X. 

F. Weimer Associates, the 
the Board’3 architectural 
firm. 

The Superintendent pre¬ 
sented to the Board his 
report on the public meet- 
mg held at the High School 
on November 29. At this i 
meeting the Architect’s es¬ 
timate --total $1,233,327— 
of the cost of repairing the 
existing school buildings to 
meet the standards requir¬ 
ed by the State Fire Mar¬ 
shal were reviewed by the 
citizens present and found i 
to be reasonable. The 
group then reviewed the 
options open to the Board 
in crying ro meet the build¬ 
ing needs of the County's 
school students and, after 
discussion, gave approval 
for a plan of using the 
$1,200.0C0 available now to 
the County from the Better 
School Amendment to build 
classroom space at Hills¬ 
boro, Marlinton and Green 
Bank for grades 1-5 now 
and go to the citizens for a 
bond issue for new facilities 
for grades 6-8 after the 
High School bonds are re¬ 
tired. A complete report of 
this meeting is in the t 
December 2 issue of this 1 
paper. i 

Mr. Brown presented floor j 
plans and elevation draw-] 
ing3 for the proposed class-! 
room buildings as follows- 
Iliilsboro, 7 classrooms for 
grades 1-5, 6266,428. 


Marlinton, 15 classrooms 
for grades 1-5, $542,856. 

Green Bank, 10 class¬ 
rooms for grades 1-5 
$367,577. ■ 

All buildings include 
toilets, teacher work space 
and independent heating 
system. These classrooms 
would enable students to be 
removed from the oldest 
building at Hillsboro, the 
Durbin building, and elimi¬ 
nate use of the old high 
school structure at Marlin¬ 
ton except for the gym. It is 
also hoped to be able to 
enlarge the cafeteria at 
Marlinton at this time, de- ■ 
pending upon the amount 
of money that the Fire 
Marshal will require to be 
spent on existing buildings. 

This project will- be a 
phase one of the County's 
school building program, 
with phase two dependent 
upon the passing of a local 
bond issue after the High 
School bonds are paid off. 
Phase two will complete the 
County’s building program 
very much as outlined at 
the time of the bond issue 
election in May. The major 
difference is at Marlinton 
where the existing gym 
building will be demolished 
and replacing it with a 
gymnasium-auditorium 
combination and construct¬ 
ing a new library and media 
center. 

The Board and Committee 
members asked many ques¬ 
tions of Mr. Brown and a 
good discussion was held. 
The general Concensus was 
for the Board to move 1 
ahead with this phase of the 
building program. 

As the first step in 1 
obtaining the $1.2 million 
from the State, the Board 
approved an amendment to 
the Comprehensive Educa¬ 
tional Facilities Plan for 
Pocahontas County for 
submission to the State 
Department of Education 
and the State Board of 
Education. This amend¬ 
ment changes the- County ■ 
plan into a two phase ’ 
project as outlined above, 
instead of a single phase 
plan as submitted to the 
voters in May. , 


As far as is known now the j 
amendment will be sub¬ 
mitted to the State Board , 
for approval at its meeting 
on January 14 after being 
reviewed by the State De- ■ 
partrnent. 

In other business the; 
Board approved the use of 
the Marlinton Gym on Jan¬ 
uary 1 by the Marlinton 
Jaycees for a dance and by 
the Huntersville Baptist 
Church on December 18 for 
recreation. 

The request of the High 
School for students to go to 
Charleston on January 7 = 
anrl 8 for All-State Band .i 
tryouts and to Virginia Tech ■ 
at Blacksburg, Virginia, on 
January 14 and 15 for the j 
Annual High School Band 
Music Reading Clinic was> 
approved. 

Approval was given to 
advertise for sale at public 
auction the following ve-1 
hicles- 

Five 1961, 1957, 1956, and 
1959 60 passenger school 
buses; one 1958 54 passen¬ 
ger.school bus; one 1952 
CMC truck tractor; one 
1953 Chevrolet panel truck; 
one 1958 Ford dump truck 
without bed; and one 1967 
Ford van. 

The Board approved the 
employment of Sarah 
Chambiee as school psy¬ 
chologist for the remainder 
of the 76-77 school year. 
Albert Kelley was hired as 
an additional employee for 
the maintenance staff. 
Twenty-seven applications 
had been received for this 
position. j 

A rovis ion was made in the j 
personal leave policy for v 
Board employees. 

The Board approved 
various financial reports 
submitted by the Treasur¬ 
er, Betty Lambert. 

The next Board meeting ( 
will be on January 3, 1977. I 
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Old Eagle Tale 
The following reprint of a 
story carried in The Poca¬ 
hontas Times of several 
yo ars ago was brought to us 
last week. 

Tragedy in Our County 
I recently read in some 
magazine where a writer 
doubts the truth of old 
traditions of eagles carry¬ 
ing off young children, 
remarked Editor Calvin 
Price in his Pocahoutas 
Times oi recent date. The 
editor then relates the fol¬ 
lowing story of pur county ■ 

I have at least a true story 
of such a tragedy. Along 
about the year 1851 this 
terrible thing did happen in 
Bath County, Virginia. J. L. 
Kenney, of Marlinlon bears 
witness of having heard of 
it often from the lips of his 
mother. 

In that year a young 
married couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Moorman Gilland, 
lived in a house on the 
place of Samuel Clark, the 
grandfather of Mr. Ken¬ 
ney. This farm was at the 
big bend of the Cowpasiure 
River, some ten miles 
above the Windy Cove 
Church. The Giliand home 
was on the east side of the 
river opposite n great sock 
cliff, rising sheer from the 
waters edge upward of 150 
feet. 


The farm at the big bend 
of the Cowpasture is still 
owned and occupied by a 
Clark. It is now the home 
of Benjamin Clark, a 
grandson of Samuel Clark. 
The site of the Gilland 
home today is marked by a 
pile of chimney stones. On 
the Big Bend Farm is Abes 
Hill. Here the Confeder¬ 
ate States Government 
worked the dirt for salt 
peire, to make gun powder 
during the War between 
the States. Great mounds 
are still to be seen, where 
dirt was piled after being 
leached in hoppers to run 
off the nitrogen. 

Gilland was a carpenter, 
and went one day to. the 
mansion house . of 
Andrew Sitlington some 
miles down the river to 
perform some work. The 
young mother prepared to 
do the weeks washing at 
the river, perhaps a hun¬ 
dred yards away. She took 
her babe in her arms. She 
laid the little boy on the 
clothes and started back to 
the house for something 
she needed. As she was 
going she heard the baby 
screamand turning to 
look, she was horrified by 
the sight of a great golden 
eagle, known locally as a 
blick eagle, flying away 
v"«th her child. Across the 
river it went to a shelf 
under an overhanging 
ledge, about 100 feet up. 
Above this shelf was a 


tragic situation. 

The Clark house was a 
mile away and the frantic 
young mother hurried 
there. All the men folks 
were away from home, and 
Mr. Kenneys mother, then 
a girl of fifteen years.set out 
to bring together for help 
the thinly settled commu¬ 
nity. 

When the men were 
finally gathered, they lei on 
active young. Allegheny 
Mountaineer down the face 
of the cliff with a rope. He 
found but the head of the 
child and its bloody gar¬ 
ments. 

Whether there was more 
than one eagle, and they 
consumed the little body 
there, or carried it away-to 
the nest was never known. 

Editors Note- The above 
tale has been authenticated 
by several of the older 
generations who heard of 
the incident from their 
elders. George B. Venable 
heard his father relate the 
story on several occasions. 
The land marks mentioned 
in ,the story remain un¬ 
changed to this day. 


■fW 5 * 
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OLD TIME MARLINTON 



These are two views the covered bridge -at Marl inton, built in 1354 and replaced In 
1915. Both photos were taken by Dr. N. R. Price on glass negatives in the 1890’s. The 
original negatives are part of the photo collection of the Pocahontas County Historical 

Society. 
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> Town of Caaaahoot 1910 j 

Cass ' , - 

Tno lifted for tha Town of - ! 
wIM r#*-;rdt<d in the Couft- i 
tv Clerk's Office Tuwuisy. The j _ 

>*.•»■ made frnm Mower 
Lumber Company Lo the S«te 
of W**t Vi/ffioia, for use of 
the l>ep#xtO»nr of Natural • 

Kr*u«ucM; the cnniirferatioa ; 
wa*$$$9.6IUor about twen-. 
tr pao* >/ Cruel* rad pareeU 1 
of had. 

Co*en>or Moore at a new* 
tORfotKf last week annonor- 
t<! tie pOfeiuM had he«n coro- 
rested »nrt the town would ar t 
rr»tu/edM a [oggio* town jrt 
the early 1 !)oO’j. 

Ill ft telephone call Tu^ilay. i 
Kermit MoKoevej, Chief »F the j 
lUvieloii of l'aike ar.d Rmea- i 
bon. Department of Natural 
Kn»ure«*, nid font ntientioa 
would hare to go to bsaje op¬ 
erations autfc ki water, »ew- 

■ae, etc.. and lUtenoiaacua of 
If 1 ** The laud » »n jcuJuwo 
lilt* nlrctolj «oc:t'JDg Csaa 
S^c Kul.nxt 3U»- Pat I 
Otherwise so dafimte pjaiw 
fc*ve been made for the 
toratiOfl. j 
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Letter j 

Dear Mrs. Sharp j 

■ The picture of Cass in ; 
1910 surely brought old : 
memories back to me, be- J 
cause my father, mother | 
and four children moved to , 
Cass that spring from ' 
Alton. He was a sawmill ’ 
man, Isaac Samuel Pringle. 

I remember so many nice 
people where the mill sat, 
especially the Cassells and 
often thought how I would j 
like to meet them again, ' 
My father's first work was 
for a Max Curiy, from 
Marlinton. My father later 
went from portable to band 
mills at Grove City just 
below the tunnel. The Mc¬ 
Clures (especially Ovid) 
Jane McClure became my , 
aunt, married George 
Sparks from Baptist Valley 
close to Princeton. 

Hoping to hear frojp 
some one that remembers 
as I have a lot of interesting 
stories to tell concerning 
the lumber business. 

Letha Sparks 
P. O. Box 721 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 
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; Bethel Church History J 
} v by 1 

| David N. Moore •. 

I For a number of years ! 
people of Bethel and sur¬ 
rounding communities wor- ■ 
shiped in the different 
school houses. The old, 
Moore school house, built. 
out of logs and located a 
short distance from the: 
Hosterman Road, was 
named for Jackson Moore. .1 
The Hoover'school house,i 
built on Abel Hoover’s fann| 
and named for him, was,, 
another place of worship j 
and school. In later years it 
was replaced by = a new') 
building. Another school! 
house named the Big Fill, , 
located on Route 250 at the 1 
base of Cheat Mountain, 
got its name from a fill! 
made in the road across the| 
creek.' 1 

The above named school* 
houses were the first to be! 
built. In later years a! 
school house was built oni 
F. K. Moore’s farm and: 
named the Cherry Grove' 
School because a number of 
cherry trees stood close by.! 

Two school houses were 
built in Hosterman; one ini 
the town and the other one 
a short distance up the 
creek from town. They took i 
their name from the town. : 

Also, at Boyer Siding a 
school house was used for a. 
number of years or until the-i 
band mill finished sawing, j 

All of the above named 
places served a two-fold! 
purpose, a place of worship 
and school too, but time 
brings vast changes, so as 
more people came into the 
different communities the 
need for a church was seen. 

In the early spring of 
1904, a few sawmill men 
who were doing some saw¬ 
ing for F. K. Moore, one 
Beautiful Sunday evening 
rhade the remark that this; 
vfould be a good time to go! 
to church. Since there was; 
no church to go to, it was ■ 
decided that two men go up | 
the road and two down to '■ 
see if a church was wanted. ; 


The men found everyone in i 
favor of a church. No! 
further plans of a place or i 
size were decided between: 
the Brethren and the 
Southern Methodist, so in 
the early Summer of 1904, 
the Bfe'tfrf"began liuild- 
ing their church on thW 
Samuel Hevener farm and . 
the church was dedicated 
late that summer. j 

This delayed the building 
of the Bethel Church for a 
time, but in the summer of 
1905 a building committee 
was formed' consisting of 
Ben Simmers, Wallace Cur¬ 
ry, Thomas Houchin and 
Forrest K. Moore.*, Thisi 
committee made plans as to 
location, size and building! 
material being donated, i 
Forrest X. Moore gavel 
one acre of ground for the 
church and cemetery. The; 
present location of the 
church was the one selected i 
for the building. In the; 
early summer of 1906 car-, 
penters began work on the, 
new church. The head 
carpenter was Fred Mauzy 
and a helper, a Mr. Mul- 1 
lenax. By early fall it was • 
completed and shortly* 
thereafter was dedicated as; 
the Southern Methodist 
Church. However, since. 
the merger of the two 
branches, it is now a 
United Methodist Church, j 



In those days a dedica¬ 
tion with a free dinner on 
the ground always drew a 
large crowd. People came 
in buggies, road wagons, 
horseback, and some walk¬ 
ed ten miles or more, but 
not an auto was there. The 
dedicatorial sermon was 
preached by Rev. Jackson 
Lamber, of Maryland. The 
first preacher to serve on 
the Bethel charge was Rev. 
Albert Vande vender; the 
next was Rev. H. Q. Burr. > 

The church has recently 
been enlarged by the addi¬ 
tion of four Sunday School 
rooms, a kitchen, running 
water, a modem furnace 
and aluminum siding was 
put on the outside for 
covering. The inside was 
covered with paneling. A 
new foundation of concrete 
blocks, a vestibule and a 
bell donated by Mrs. Len- 
nie Nottingham was placed 
in the belfry. At first, 
chairs were used to seat the 
people but they proved 
unsatisfactory, so pews 
were added. A piano, 
tables, chairs and a library' 
are used. 

Well we know that Old. 
Father Time brings vast 
changes in communities 
and churches. Of the large 


crowd that attended the 
dedication, less than a : 
dozen are alive today. All 
of the above named school j 
houses are gone. A church . 
built by the Progressive 1 
Brethren near the Hoover j 
school house burned do wn. \ 
The Hevener Brethren 
Church stands idle for lack ; 
of enough members. A few ; 
members attend the Bre- • 
thren Church at Durbin. 

The Bethel Church needs j 
more members. We have j 
preaching each Sunday at > 
9:45 followed by Sunday j 
School. | 

Mistakes have been 
made and are still being i 
tnade in building churches. | 
For lack of cooperation 
between the Methodist and | 
Brethren, two churches 
were built while one would 
have served the needs of 
the members and saved 
cost and upkeep' of two 
churches. 

May the Bethel Church 
long continue to function as 
a place for Christians to 
worship their Maker and 
Redeemer while on earth 
and its influence shed a 
light on lost souls. . .. > .,« 
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Settlers in Pocahontas y 
County Before 1800 

A special committee' of ’ 
the Pocahontas County His¬ 
torical Society is compIet-J 
ing the final work necessary | 
to locate, the cabin sites of ' 
the pioneers living in Poca- I 
liontas County before.the 1 
year of 1800. A number of 
cabin sites have been found 
but there are still a large 
number of sites which have 
not been located. ‘ ;t 

Once all of the possible.' 
cabin sites are located, the 
sites will be permanently ) 
marked and the locations j 
recorded at the Pocahon¬ 
tas County Courthouse. 
The committee has deter¬ 
mined that the following 
settlers lived in Pocahon¬ 
tas County before the year 
1800. The cabin sites of 
.those names marked with I 
an asterisk * have already i 
been located, ' • -, | 

Buckeye-Marlin ton-J 
Knapps Creek Area ■! 

Alderman, Ezekial, Aul-1 
dridge, William, Sr:, Bax-1 
ter, John; Baker, Henry; 1 
Bradshaw. John; Bridger, 
James; Bridger, John; j 
Brown, Joseph; Brown, ! 
Josiah;. ’Buckley, Joshua; j ! 
Cleek, Michael; Daugherty, ; 
Michael; Drinnon, Charles;.! 
♦Drinnon, Lawrence;! 
♦Drinnon, Thomas; Ewing, f 
John; Ewing, William;; 
Ft tel, Jeremiah; ♦Galford,; 1 
Thomas, Sr.; *Gay, Robert;: 
Gregory, Knapp; Grimes,] 
Felix; Holcomb, Timothy;! 
Johnson, John; Kee,i 
George; *Lightner, Peter; j 
Marlin Jacob; Matthews,!, 
Sampson; McCarty, Tim- j 
othy; McCollum, William; 1 
McNeil, Thomas; Moore, 
Aaron; Moore, James; | 


Moore, John; Moore, Jo¬ 
seph; Moore, Levi, Sr.;| 
♦Moore,| Moses; Moore, i 
Robert;! Moore, William;i 
Poage.lJames; ♦Sewall,. 
Stephen; Sharp, John; 
Sharp, jWiUiam, Sr.; Slator, j 
Patrick! Smith, John; Wan- 
less, William; Webb, John; 
Waugh, James; Waugh, 
Samuel; Young, William. 

I Indian Forts • r,; v 
♦Drinnon Fort; ’Greenbrier 
Fort/ 

Hillsboro-Mill Point Area j 
Beard, Josiah'; BrinneU,; 
James; Burgess, Nathan;; 
Burgess, John, Jr.; Bum-’ 
sides, John; Burnsides,! 
James; Cackley; Valentine;} 
♦Callison, James;- Clen-( 
dennin, William; Clen-i 
denning, Charles; Cochran,! 
John; Cochran, Thomas;) 
Day, David; Day,/John;i 
Day Nathaniel; /David,. 
Thomas; Davis, John; Dick, | 
John; Edmiston, (William;! 
Evans, Griffith; Gilliland,: 
Samuel; Gillion, 1 Nathan;. 
Hannah,, David', Sr.; Har-i '. 
per,:: Henry; Hill, 'John;! 
♦Hill, Richard; Hughes, El-1 
lis; James, David; Jordan, 
John; ’Kinnison, Charles;? 
Kinnison, David; Kinnison,! 

. Edward; Kinnison, Jacob;' 
Lews, James; Mayse, Wil-' 
liam; McGennis, John; Me- 
Neel, Abraham; McNeel,; 
Isaac; ‘McNeel, John; Me-' 
Neil, Jonathan; Naylor; 
Oldham; Pennell, John;, 
Poage, John; ’Poage, Wil-S 
liam; Salisbury, William;; 
Scott, Thomas; Seybert, ’ 
Jacob; Switzer, John; Wad-: 
dell, Alexander; Waddell,. 
William. -< 

Indian Forts ‘ 

Fort Austin,. Fort Bum-! 
side, Fort Clendenen, ♦Fort; 
Day, (Fort Buckley), Fort; 
Ellis. • j 


Dunmore-Green Bar.k- 
BartowArea . 
Arbogast, Adam; ♦Bible,] 
Jacob; ’Burner, Abram;; 
♦Collins, John; ’Conrad,; 
John H.; ’Cooper,' James;; 
Gillispie, Jacob; . Griffin,. 
Benona; Higgins, William ;j 
Hartman, Godlip; . In¬ 
graham, Abraham; In-; 
graham, Peter; Jarvis,. 
Thomas; Kemey, James;' 
♦Kerr,. Daniel; McCartee, 
James; McKamey, James; 
♦Nottingham, William, Sr.; 
Rucker, James; Rucker,. 
James, Jr.; Sitlington,) 
Robert; *Slaven, John;’ 
Sloan; ’Sutton, John, Sr.;! 
Tallman, James; Tallman,: 
Samuel; Taylor, William;! 
Warwick, Andrew; War-1 
wick, Jacob; ’Warwick,.! 
.John; Warwick, John, Jr. i 
Warwick, William; ’Wood-] 
dell, Joseph; Wooddeil,; 
Thomas; ’Yeager, John, j 
Indian Forts • 

Mouth of Deer Creek! 
Fort, Joseph Wooddeil; 
Fort, Warwick Fort at CloY~i 
er Lick, Warwick Fort at! 
Dunmore, ’Warwick-Fort!! 
at Green Bank. . j 

If you have any informa¬ 
tion on the above settlers or 
additional names to add toi 
the list, please contact Lar- j 
ry Jaivinen, Chairman, 824 ] 
15th Avenue, Marlinton, 
VV. Va. or any Pocahontas ! 
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Pocahontas in 1823 J 
The extract printed be-i 
low is from a letter written) 
by Col. J. Howe Payton, the ; 
first commonwealth's at-i 
tomey of this county, on his] 
first term of the "Superior] 
Court” which was held] 
after the formation of thej 
county. The two buildings,] 
which he speaks of, were] 
situated on the site of, Mr.) 
C.R. Moore’s house.; The. 
county in 1830 contained! 
2,542 people. Col. Peyton! 
traveled with Judge Stuart! 
from Staunton, and as his> 
letter shows, he was con-, 
siderably Impressed with) 
the crudeness of the man-! 
ner of living west of thej 
Alleghany: ... _j, 

“On Tuesday at two! 
o'clock we arrived at Hunt-] 
ersville, the seat of Justice I 
of Pocahontas County—a; 
place as much out of thei 
world as Crim Tartary.: 
Owing to the bad condition] 
of the roads we were fa-- 
tigued . and bore many ] 
marks of travel stain. The i 
so called town of Hunters-j 
ville consists of two illy-) 
constructed time worn, 
(though it is not time which 
has worn them,),-weather 
beaten cabins built on logs f 
and covered with clap- i 
boards. My negro cabins 
on Jackson’s River are pal-- 
aces in comparison with] 
them. | 

One of these wretched 1 
hovels is the residence of, 
John Bradshaw, the other j 
is called the loom house for 
these people are self sus- j 
taining. They spin and. 
weave. The big wheel and ; 
the little wheel are birring 
in every hut and throw¬ 
ing off the woolen and linen ■ 
yam to be worked up for 1 
family purposes. The; 
home-spun cloth, too, is 
stronger and more durable) 
than that brought by our : 
merchants from Northern 
manufacturers. 


In Bradshaw’s dwelling) 
there is a. large fireplace ; 
which occupies one entire 1 
side, the gable, end) The? 
chimney is enormous and; 
so; short that the room is; 
filled with light which en-i 
ters this way. It is an I 
ingenious contrivance • for) 
letting all the warmth'es-| 

■ cape through the chimney, ] 
v whilst most of the smoke is ! 
■driven ' back into the- 
chamber. In the chimney 
comer I prepared my legal, 
papers before a roaring; 
fire, surrounded by rough] 
mountaineers, who- wer® 
drinking whiskey and as- 
night - - advanced, growing- 
riotous.-In the back part of, 
the room two beds were] 
-"curtained off with horse] 
blankets—one for thej 
1 Judge and one for myself. 
To the left of the fireplace! 
stood old Bradshaw’s i 
couch. In the loft, to which j 

they ascended, by means of 
a ladder, his daughter and 
the hired woman slept, and 
at times- of a crowd, a 
wayfarer. The other guests 
were sent to sleep in the 
Loom House, in which was 
suspended in the loom a 
half-woven piece of cloth. 
Three beds were disposed 
about the room, which com¬ 
pleted its appointments— 
one was allotted to Samp¬ 
son Mathews, a second to 
George Mays, and John 
Brown. The loom was used 
as a hat rack at night and 
for sitting on, in the ab¬ 
sence of chairs in the day. 
As there was not a chair or 
3tool beyond those used by 
the . weaving women, my- 
clients roosted on the loom 
while detailing their- 
troubles and receiving ad- 


"Bradshaw’s table is 
well, supplied. There is ; 
profusion, if not prodigality f 
in the rich, lavish bounty of ’ 
the goodly tavern.. We had j 
no venison, as this is a shy;'' 
season with the deer, but.) 
excellent mutton with plen¬ 
ty of. apple sauce, peach' 
pie, roasting ears. As a 
mark of deference and re¬ 
spect to the Court, I pre¬ 
sumed, we had a table 
cloth—they are not often 
seen on Western tables and j 
when they are, are hot I 
innocent.:, of, color —and .1 
clean sheets upon our beds. : j 
This matter of the sheets is I 
no small affair in out of the ? 
way- places, as it not un- 
frequently happens : that 
wanderers communicate 
disease through ; the bed¬ 
clothing. Old Bradshaw’s"; 
family is scrupulously clean > 
which is somewhat remark- - 
abte in a region where 
I cleanliness is for the most 
i part on the outside. A false 
modesty seems to prevent 
those salutary ablutions ; 
which are so necessary to ] 
health, and I did not corn- j 
mend myself to the good ■ 

J graces of the hired woman j 
by insisting on my foot- ■■■? 
bath every morning. • : “1 
We remained five days at '( 
Huntersvijle closely engag- I 
ed in the business of Court, sj 
which I .found profitable, j 
Pocahontas is a fine grazing j' 
county,.and the support of j 
the people is mainly deriv- j 
ed- 1 from their flocks of J 
] cactlej ; horses, and sheep, j 
; which :.they drive over, the-) 
« mountains to market. There ) 
] is little money among them ] 
: except- after these excuiv I 
sions, but they have little i 
need of it—every want is j 
supplied by the happy i 
country they possess, and .! 
of which they are as fond as ] 
the Swiss of their moon- •) 
tains. It is a pretty country, i 
a country of diversified and].] 
beautiful scenery in which-ll 
there is a wealth of verdure J 
and variety which keeps the -dj 
attention alive and the out- j 
ward eye delighted. " : j 
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Some Snow! 

■ During the winter of 1855,1 
the Trotter Brothers had a 
.contract with the U. S. Govern] 
iment to carry the mail bet ween j 
Huttonsville (Randolph Coun-| 
tv> and Staunton, Virginia.! 
The brothers had made the! 
trip from Huttonsville to Staun. 
ton and a severe snow storm.! 
came up while they were in 
Staunton and on their return 
trip could not cross Cheat ,\ 
Mountain, and as the result! 
of this delayed trip, the people | 
in the Tygart Valley complain- j 
ed to Postal Authorities about | 
the delay in delivery of their 
mail. The Postal authorities 
wrote the brothers for an ex¬ 
planation, and the following 
is an exact worded copy of I 
their answer. 

Mr. Postmaster General, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir:- • ot 

If you knock the gable end! 
out of Hell and back it up a-j 
.gainst Cheat Mountain and; 
rain fire and brimstone on it; 
for forty days and forty nights,’ 
it won’t melt the snow enough: 

to get your d.mail 

through on time. 2 | 

Yours Truly 'i il 

" Trotter Brothers “ 
By: (s) James Trotter’’ * 


This letter was kept in the office of 
Postmaster General in Washington, u.C. as 
as 1934, framed and hung on the wall. I 
a copy on the official Postal Department 
during that year. 

GLV 


the 

late 

obtained 

stationary 
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ccc 

Letter . 

Dear Sirs: -i 

Between 1934 and 1935 
approximately two score 
Civilian and Soil Conserva- \ 
tion Service work camps | 
were established in West ; 
Virginia from Hancock to 
McDowell counties and at 
Cabell to Berkeley Counties 
,and at most counties be- ■ 
tween. | 

I was fortunate to have 
lived in and worked at two 
of these camps for six 
years. In fact, I met my wife 
to be and was married the 
last two years of camp. I 
know today only six of the 
hundreds I lived and work¬ 
ed with. I supposed many 
died during the interven¬ 
ing 35 years. 

Every group worth its 
salt should have at least 
one Homecoming during a 
lifetime. I would like to 
suggest or propose that the 
newspapers in this State 
sponsor such a homecom¬ 
ing; extending invitations 
to the States of Kentucky, 
Ohio and Indiana, who sent 
boys into this State, that I 
know of, and suspect from 
many other states. Would 
further suggest a date or 
dates in July or August 
1977. Each member would, 
return to his choice of 
campsites to meet with old 
friends and inspect the 
sites with all their improve¬ 
ments—parks, camp¬ 
grounds, farmland and for¬ 
ests. I am mailing copies of 
this letter to the editor of 
approximately a dozen 
newspapers that I know of 
and trust your judgment 
whether the expenses and 
effort required is justified. 
Thank you. 

Vellar C. Piantz 
640 Maple Ave.No.4 
New Martinsville, WV 
26165 


This paper certainly en¬ 
dorses Mr. Plantz's idea for 
reunions of the men that 
worked in various CCC 
Camps although we are 
not in the position to be the 
organizers of the ones in 
Pocahontas County. The 
history of the CCC camps in ^ 
Pocahontas and other coun¬ 
ties does need to be record- 
ed and is a worthwhile 
project for someone to un- . 
dertakeVltseems that most 
historical projects are be- 
gun ari least one genera- 
tion too late—after the 
participants have passed 
from this life. With the 
CCC camp9 the situation is ' 
different providing the 
work of writing their history 
is begun before too many 
more years pass and re¬ 
unions are a good way to 
collect a good deal of this •. 
material. . 
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The following article on 
the CCC was written by 
Meade L. Waugh for the 
Glen Vaughan collection of ; 
Pocahontas County history. 

Recollections of the Civilian ! 
Conservation Corps. (CCC1 
. 1933-1937 ; 

Written for the ; 

Lt. Glen L. Vaughan 

“Pocahontas County - 

Bicentennial 

The CCC was established 
in March 1933 by an Act of 
the 73rd Congress. It was j 
an agency bom of hope', 
from the devastating eco- | 
nomic and social catastro¬ 
phe of the “great Depres- 

The purpose of the CCC 
was generally twofold. First 
it was to provide a means 
whereby thousands of 
young men, from econom¬ 
ically depressed families ! 
could be given gainful em¬ 
ployment and at the same ■ 
time assist their fathers, ; 
mothers, sisters and broth-. 
ers at home. The second 
general purpose of the CCC ' 
was to provide the man¬ 
power for the conservation 
and renewal of our devas¬ 
tated forests and establish¬ 
ment of public parks and 
recreational areas through 
out the nation. 

CCC Camps, of about 200 
men each, were setup at 
appropriate locations all 
across the country. The 
Army wa3 given responsi¬ 
bility of administra¬ 
tion, housing, clothing, 
feeding, paying and of hav¬ 
ing the men ready for work 
each day. At that time the 
Army in the United States 
was organized into Corps : 
Areas. The V Corps com¬ 
prised the states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Rentecsy and 
West Virginia. Fifth Corps 


Headquarters was located 
at Fort Hays, in Columbus, 
Ohio. Each state was a 
Military District. West Vir¬ 
ginia District Headquarters 
was in Charleston. The 
districts were divided into 
sectors, Marlinton, Elkins,. 
Richwood, Lewisburg, 
Clarksburg etc. 

Various technical serv¬ 
ices, i e, National Forest' 
Service, State Forest Serv-. 
ice, National and State Park 1 
Service, etc, were given the: 
responsibility for the proj-i 
ects of the camps located in 
their forests or parks, , ; 

The •' first camps ' Were i 
established and adminis-l 
trated primarily by person¬ 
nel from the regular Army { 
(there were a few Navy and 
Marine personnel). It is 
interesting to recall that the i 
Standing Army in 1932 was 
only about seventy thou- ' 
sand men, and a private’s' 
pay was $21 per month. 
Gradually members of the 
Officers Reserve Corps 

were called to active duty 
and assigned to the CCC. 
The camps were operated 
as military companies, 
army clothing, bedding and 
feeding were handled on 
army basis. The Mess Of¬ 
ficer was given a ration 1 
allowance, about thirty five 
cents per man per day. He 
bought fresh vegetables, 
fruit and other perishables 
from local suppliers and 
requisitioned “dry" stores 
from the Corps Area Quar¬ 
termaster. (The purchase of 
a great deal of equipment, 
supplies and services with- \ 
in the local communities, 
was a considerable eco¬ 
nomic help during the de- 
pression). Most camps had 
their own vegetable gar¬ 
dens and some raised a few 
hogs and chickens. These: 
projects were carried on by; 
the men after working 
hours, and served to sup¬ 
plement the regular army; 
rations. j 


Each enroliee was paid 
$30 per month of which $25 
was sent to his parents by ; 
allotment and he would 
receive $5 in cash. In 
addition the enroliee re- . 
ceived housing, clothing, 
food and medical attention. 
Any one who lived during ' 
those depression days, 
knows of the economic help * 
this $25 a month provided 
those families. The benefits 
derived by the thousands of 
young men who were given . 
meaningful jobs in the CCC 
is immeasurable. Thou- | 
sands of them learned skills 
which equipped them for 
good jobs later on. Many 
learned machine and equip¬ 
ment operation and main¬ 
tenance, welding, truck 
driving, forestry, survey- • 
ing and many learned office 
skills such as typing and 
bookkeeping. Hundreds be¬ 
came cooks and medical 
assistants. Most of all it . 
gave them hope at a time J 
when things looked rather ! 
hopeless. When the coun¬ 
try went to war in Decern- 1 
b^r 1941, the men with 
CCC experience performed , 
a great service in forming j 
the nucleus of administra- ! 
tion for the rapidly expand- j 
ing army. I 

The work performed by j 
the CCC under the direc¬ 
tion of the various technical 1 
services was near mirac- ! 
ulous. Prior to the CCC.oup j 
forests and timber land -j 
were burned over almost < 
without control, each I 
spring and fall. Brush i 
thickets and charred tree 
trunks covered our hill- : 
sides. Mountain streams 
were clogged and littered, ■ 
and wildlife suffered the , 
ravages of this forest neg¬ 
lect. With the help of the 
CCC the Forest Service l 
built fire roads, cleared up 





stream* and ylenlvd jniU 
Irens of trees thriregbont 
tic vast forests of our 
uounlry. Th© Park Service* 
built And rehabilitated 
bombed* of state and r«- 
ttonal parks nil over She 
nation. . • | 

Today beautiful forest* i 
arid park) rui-d at living 
evidence of the effort) of. 
thousand) of young mtu» 
who war* without Imps, but 
were agoaired into ooe tf 
the great "expertoeno" of 
oiir country to the benefit of I 
(henMtivM, Ihwr fumihes 
and tb* enduring pubic 
good 

Tab writer was privileged 
to have hod » pr.rt in 
the (XT. I hud aanjutl a 
(TMTuruskiun as a Rcscnre 
- Officer in the army through 
ntUrudiinca at Civiliivn Ciri- 
rec Military TTuinuig Camp 
during the aqwinere ui 
IffiKMINtS so war ordered 
to duty during the CCC 
cspRBjton in the spring of 
1WG I wr.ed m vnrion* 
cr-rnpe dirmigknut Wot 
Virginia, including Black 
Black Mountain Camp F IS 
aid Camp rWn*«.-.«l F B 
in Focahoota* County Mr 
naslgnroenls vengod fxum 
Camp Conmandcr, mesa 1 
officer, exchange officer,, j 
finance nffiter. and on 
some occasions, all tit the 
same tune, As n very young, 
officer I hod to Warn quick¬ 
ly, I made many mlrtakee 
nod received muck help 
from ell Sides. I want to 
mentiu"’ .< few peopl* that I 
knew ,o<t was awwwiafoJ 
vrlch in tb* CCC who were 
from Pocahontas County or 
who bod connection* there. 


The only Reserve Officer 
with whom I w«i acquaint¬ 
ed in the CCC from PuCA- 
hootin'. was fit. Quhm L. 
Onto:*/, of Durbin, tie wn» 
S overotrer uf the Cadre Ch. A 
eatabltohed Camp Thorn- 
wevod, C’np«. Wilfred Jacks 
sou was at llhi It Mountain 
ak-og with It. Floyd Jn- 
grem. Caps. J;wk <on Ev<4 a 
number of year* in Marlin- 
ton und It. Ingram w»i' 
earned to the former Mis* 
Bill* .Nwiiofl, of Mirbotoa. 
Hill Kromer, of Bnrlow,; 
was camp superintendent 1 
nt Block Mountain and Hat* 
Hjufon was wc-nrteniienr 
at rkootweotf. U. Frod 
KbIIIv married the daughter 
of Tim Itemenly, of flan*. 
Ak« *» rend yv< •.»g ladce* of 
Pacah<mtas found gnod 
busUnds through theCCC. 
Among them wore Mias 
Kul.hr/a Adkikoo married, 
Juban Fawcett, tad Efire 
hlnbol McNeill married 
"Bunk" Cor.rud, of Haw- 1 
reond, Indium. Alice for¬ 
tune married Cad fcaliun- 
tine (fos) 

While I was at Camp 
Nicholas at Cowan. Hbv U 
H Ott, furtnw Presbylw* 


r»n mimaUw os Maduttun. 
who wits at that time ui 
Ricllwood. conducted serv¬ 
ice* at least once u month at 
She uunpe u. tW area. 
Mrs Orr would ploy * 
portable organ which, they 
carried in the trunk of (ha 
car. Uev. end Mrj. Orr 
vrei* wonderful, unsettjsh 
people Who aenad God's 
children wherever they 
found them, li C. Davt- 
wyfer, krsg associated wkh 
the Firs! National Bank in 
ittariinton, waa during CCC! 
days a banker In Webster 
Spring!. He »m nhsavi 
helpful Hi the CCC per- 
aonnel. 

My brother-in-l»w, Brute 
Crkku/sl eerv&d a surer*] 
different t.uap.. including 
Camp Watogil where hu 
tudped tupervb* Ike build- 
mg of the dam foe Wutoea . 
JJk*. (Mi* (Tirkvo. of 
Caas, who later lived <n 
Mariintan, Rprved with the 
technuul service *1 Thom, 
wood while 1 was there and 
Neul McKiasic, who mar.i 
I ried OUl a lthea and settled 
in Marlintoa, waa noi eouip. 

, meal operator it tlkcV 
Muuntuin. Of touree thsre 
vvero many more local peo¬ 
ple who sewd ou well and 
rontriheTed touch to 
Fuccee* nf the CCC. 

The hard work, tb* roow, 
rain* mud and at times 
bdtof cold or skilling beat: 
llre.Mtniiagjr tadl»» m- 
spectinns, the CCC pJlls 
•'•ere) pretty small now iti 
light ui the listing oc- 
rmnpEabixwrts in ronser. 
VAtiun of turrets und parka, 
and Of Lliumunda of Ameri- 
ran jwii of the "Great , 
Depreosion.” 

,. M**de J.. WaogU 1 
Muy 31, lf>76 ' 

Tort Wayne, Tnd. 
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Whiskey's Tale ' - 
I am a bottle 

They call my name whiskey 
They buy me and drink me 
And think they feel frisky 

Though I make them vomit 
And get them in jail 
They always come back on 
The day of my sale 

Though 1 make a fellow 
Beat up on his wife 
And threaten to cut off 
Her head with a knife 

And cuss her and drive her 
Right out in the snow 
Without any clothes on 
And nowhere to go 

And swear at the children 
And scold them and rave 
And threaten to brain them 
If they don’t behave 

And smash up the bureau 
and furniture all 
And kick down the pictures 
That hang on the wall 

Though I cause a fellow 
To hit his own dad 
And yell at his mother 
And make her feel bad 

Or jerk her and shove her 
Around in the house 
Till she feels as happy 
As a cornered mouse 

And then puke all over 
The bed and the floor 
And swoon into slumber 
And slobber and snore _ 

For me they are willing 
To shell out the cash 
Which would buy their 
family 

Some bread and some hash 

My fury is seen in 
My sparkle and foam 
So they bag the bottle 
To carry me home 

A little ashamed for 
The people who spy 
To look through the bottle 
And know it is I 

But when they get some-, 
where 

Where no one can see 
They tum up the bottle 
And fill up with me 


Then all their shame leaves 
them 

And all their respect 
Till even good husbands 
Will not be henpecked 

When I am no more than 
The essence of grain 
Or fruit and am needed 
No one should abstain^ . 

But when I am polluted 
With drugs and with dirt - 
Then people who drink me 
| Do so to their hurt 

| To drug me and sell me 
Is very unkind 
1 Someday in God’s 
Kingdom 

I shall be refined ,r ’ 

Tum now to Isaiah 
Read twenty five, six 
And Amos nine, fourteen 
God’s clock of time ticks 

See John, second chapter 
Where Jesus made wine 
Which tickled the tipplers 
Who said it was fine 
; “ Harper Anderson 


1 I found this poem among 
| some of my valuable pos- 
: sessions, that is to me they 
are. Some of my children 
call it Mom’s junk, and I do 
| save everything I think I 
I may use or perhaps some- 
j one else may be able to. I 
get my temper up once in 
awhile, when I go to clean, 
and will throw something 
away. Then I will go 
through It a time or two 
before completely dispos¬ 
ing of it. 

One thing I can say I 
am really thankful for is 
that I voted against intoxi¬ 
cating drinks. I told one 
lady that I was going to vote 
against it; she said, “Oh, 
no, Mildred, then the 
moonshiners will take over. 

I told her, well, if they did 
that we wouldn't be held 
responsible that it would be 
the ones that bought it and 
drank it. I never did know 
how she voted but I often 
. wondered. 


I will never forget the 
time when I ran upon a still 
which was upon a wooded 
hill from what we use to call 
the Taylor hollow. This is 
the honest truth, it isn’t one 
of Pete Taylor’s lies. I saw 
the smoke from our old 
home place and of course 
"Old Nosey” went to in¬ 
vestigate. When I looked 
down the nozzle of that 
■ gun, I thought, Oh my, this 
is it. I am telling you I took 
down off of that hill and 
said I won’t tell no one and 
I didn’t. I am not saying yet 
who was standing there 
with that gun. Well anyway 
the still was moved to 
where I never did know and 
’ surely didn't try to find out. 
j I was around eight or nine 
1 years old at that time, so 
that would have been 
around the year 1922. 

I know that it has been a 
I long time since this poem 
“Whiskey’s Tale” was 
published for on the back of 
: the copy I have is an adver¬ 
tisement from the A & P 
; Store, which states: 

Eight o’Clock Coffee—21 
, cents per lb., 3 lbs. $9 
cents. 

Bar H Candy Bars—3 for 
10 cents. 

Red Cross Towels—2 
rolls —19 cents 

Florida Oranges—8 lb. 
bag—63 cents. 

Iceburg lettuce—head— 
8 cents. 1 

California Carrots — 
bunch—8 cents. 

Maine Potatoes—peck 
bag-63 cents 
' Golden Yams —lb. 10 
cents 

White House Milk—4 tali 
cans—35 cents 

Lux toilet soap—Cake—7 
cents 

Donuts —dozen —15 
cents 

There was also an adver¬ 
tisement For Sale—11-4 hp 
gasoline engine with belt; 
small feed mill and wood- 
saw outfit; one two horse 
sled, one good typewriter— 
See H. H. Beard, Beard, 
WV. 

Mildred McLaughlin 




